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Historic  Train  Depot ::  April  16  -  May  21 

The  weekend  is  approaching  and  it's  your  chance  to  enjoy  a  little  fun 
with  your  family  and  friends.  One  thing  is  certain  ...  in  Hattiesburg, 
weekend  entertainment  is  a  sure  bet  and  making  plans  is  just  a  click 
away.  At  visithattie.com,  explore  where  to  Eat,  Shop,  Stay  and  Play 
right  at  your  fingertips.  Hattiesburg  ...  a  great  place  for  your 
affordable,  family-friendly  weekend  getaway! 
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Southern  Miss  students  and  alumni  are  known  for  being  leaders.  They're  the  first  to  reach  out, 
get  involved,  and  do  their  part  to  make  a  difference. 

Your  tradition  of  leadership  through  service  is  one  Hancock  Bank  has  lived  by  since  our  founding. 
That's  why  it  is  a  privilege  to  serve  Golden  Eagle  families  now — and  for  generations  to  come. 

As  you  follow  your  financial  goals  and  dreams  to  the  top,  we  re  proud  to  help  you  keep  reaching  higher, 
with  full-service  banking  and  comprehensive  financial  tools. 


hancockbank.com 

Serving  the  Gulf  South  with  more  than  135  locations 


Hancock  Bank 


IMAGINE  WHAT  YOU  COULD  DO 
WITH  YOUR  SPECIAL  SAVINGS j- 
ON  AUTO  INSURANCE.  *5 
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Donate  to  your  favorite  green  charity,  splurge  on  a  gourmet  meal,  or  buy 
your  monthly  commuting  pass... whatever  moves  you  most. 

As  Southern  Miss  alum,  you  could  save  up  to  $327.96*  on  your  auto  insurance  with  Liberty 
Mutual.  You  could  save  even  more  by  insuring  your  home  as  well.  Liberty  Mutual  -  helping  people 
live  safer,  more  secure  lives  for  more  than  95  years. 

Responsibility.  What's  your  policy? 
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rCONTACT  US  TODAY  TO  START  SAVING       ^ 

CALL 

888-751-5644     Client  #113257 

CLICK 

www.libertymutual.com/southernmissalumni 

COME  IN 

V 

to  your  local  office 

This  organization  receives  financial  support  for  allowing  Liberty  Mutual  to  offer  this  auto  and  home  insurance  program. 

'  Discounts  are  available  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow,  and  may  vary  by  state.  To  the  extent  permitted  by  law,  applicants  are  individually  underwritten;  not  all  applicants  may  qualify.  Savings  fi  gure  based  on 
a  February  2010  sample  of  auto  policyholder  savings  when  comparing  their  former  premium  with  those  of  Liberty  Mutual's  group  auto  and  home  program.  Individual  premiums  and  savings  will  vary.  Coverage  provided 
and  underwritten  by  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  affi  liates,  175  Berkeley  Street,  Boston.  MA.  ©  2010  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  All  rights  reserved. 


.jtttebwfs 


-L. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  •  SPRING  2011 


Departments 

7  Notes  from  Home 

8  News  Around  Campus 

14  Calendar  of  Events 

15  Association  News 
20  From  the  Archives 
24  Foundation  News 
30  The  Arts 

48  Athletic  News 

51  Eagle  Club 

52  Snapshots 
54  Class  Notes 


34 


38 


42 


BACK  TO  THE  BASICS 

Congressman  Steven  Palazzo,  '94,  '96,  has  many  fond  memories  of  Southern  Miss 
as  a  child,  a  student  and  as  an  alumnus.  He  was  chosen  to  represent  Mississippi's 
Fourth  Congressional  District  on  November  2,  2010,  and  gives  Southern  Miss 
credit  for  preparing  him  on  numerous  levels  for  his  career  after  college. 


" ADVENTURE  PHILANTHROPY" 

IN  THE  MEKONG  DELTA  OF  VIETNAM 

CNN  International  news  anchor  Natalie  Allen,  '84,  traveled  to  the  Mekong  Delta  of 
Vietnam  with  seven  other  exhibitionists  to  build  a  playground  for  underprivileged 
children.  While  on  the  exhibition,  Allen  shot  footage  with  her  personal  camera 
which  will  air  on  CNN  International. 


GOING  GREEN 

David  Thompson,  75,  Ron  Hickman,  '82,  and  Jonathan  Boone,  '03,  have  teamed 
up  to  build  the  first  Green  Certified  Home  in  Hattiesburg  for  purchase,  located 
in  Timberton's  LakeView  development.  This  home  meets  National  Association  of 
Homebuilders  Green  Certification  through  its  National  Green  Building  Program 
and  is  as  attractive  as  any  house  that  can  be  found  in  Hattiesburg. 
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MISS  "SOUTHERN  MISS"  HOSPITALITY 

Marketing  major  and  Southern  Miss  student  Jordan  Whittle  currently  holds  the  title 
of  Miss  Hospitality.  During  her  reign.  Whittle  will  travel  more  than  30,000  miles 
promoting  Mississippi's  tourism  and  economic  development.  An  advocate  for  the 
program,  Whittle  encourages  pageant  participation  to  all  those  who  are  interested. 


FRONT  COVER:  CONGRESSMAN  STEVEN  PALAZZO,  WHO  REPRESENTS  MISSISSIPPI'S 
STANDS  IN  FRONT  OF  THE  CAPITOL  IN  WASHINGTON,  DC.  PHOTO  BY 


CONGRESSIONAL  DISTRICT, 

AMOS  REFLECTIONS  PHOTOGRAPHY 
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ALUMNI  STAFF 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  JERRY  DEFATTA  '00,  '10 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  JENNIFER  PAYNE  04 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  INTERNAL  OPERATIONS  JOE  MORGAN  75 

ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  FOR  COMMUNICATIONS  JENNY  BOUDREAUX  08 

MANAGER  OF  PROGRAMS  DAWN  SMITH  '95 

MANAGER  OF  CONSTITUENT  RELATIONS  DANE  REITER  06,  07,  10 

DIRECTOR  OF  THE  M-CLUB  AND  COMMUNITY  RELATIONS  RAY  GUY 

COORDINATOR  OF  INFORMATION  SERVICES  MELISSA  MCDANIEL 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  RENE  TRIGG 

DATA  ENTRY  SPECIALIST  JUDY  BARNES 

MAIL  CLERK  EDWARD  WALLACE 

RECEPTIONIST  MIKE  DANIELS 

EDITORIAL  ASSISTANT  BYRON  SMITH 


CONTRIBUTING  WRITERS  VAN  ARNOLD,  JOHN  COX  78, 

AMY  MARTIN  '06,  CHESTER  "BO"  MORGAN  71,  74, 

CHARMAINE  SCHMERMUND  '06,  BETH  TAYLOR, 

DAVID  TISDALE  '90,  '01 

CONTRIBUTING  PHOTOGRAPHERS  JOANNE  AMOS/REFLECTIONS 

PHOTOGRAPHY,  CATALYST  FOUNDATION,  KELLY  DUNN, 

BERT  KING  77/KING  PHOTOGRAPHY, 

DANNY  RAWLS  '69,  '80,  ROADMONKEY 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT  RANDY  POPE 

PRESIDENT-ELECT  ALVIN  WILLIAMS 

VICE  PRESIDENT  DALE  SHEARER 

PAST  PRESIDENT  CURT  HEBERT 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIR  REED  ALLISON 

SECRETARY/TREASURER  JERRY  DEFATTA 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

BOB  BOOTHE,  JASON  HELTON,  TROY  JOHNSTON,  MIKE  LUCIUS, 

DORIAN  SCOn,  JUANITA  SIMS  DOTY,  JOE  STEVENS,  GARY 

CARMICHAEL,  JULIE  GRESHAM,  STEVE  HOLIFIELD,  SAM  JONES, 

NANCY  NEW,  JASON  SANDERSON,  MICHELLE  VANNORMAN, 

CORY  CURTIS,  BYRON  JORDAN,  MIKE  MCMULLAN,  AARON 

PUCKETT,  BRANDT  SCHMERSAHL,  BILLY  STEWART,  DAVID  WILLIAMS 

EX-OFFICIO  BOARD  MEMBERS:  MARTHA  SAUNDERS, 

BOB  PIERCE,  RAYMOND  VANNORMAN,  VIC  ROBERTS, 

RICHARD  GIANNINI,  LACEY  BLANKENSHIP 


For  advertising  information,  contact  Jennifer  Payne  by  phone  at 
601 .266-4095  or  e-mail  at  Jennifer  l.payne@usm.edu. 

The  Talon  (USPS  652-240)  is  published  quarterly  by 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association, 

118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hottiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

Active  membership  dues  of  $35  (single  membership)  or  $40  (couple) 

includes  subscription 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Hederman  Brothers  Printing  in  Ridgelond,  Miss., 
and  Ihe  staff  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

Periodical  postage  paid  at  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

and  at  additional  mailing  offices 

(Approved  January  20,  1955) 


CALLING  FOR 


APPLICATIONS 


THE 


STUDENT  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 


To  the  top1- 


The  Alumni  Association  annually  awards  a 
number  of  scholarships  to  incoming  freshmen 
and  current  students  who  are  part  of  The 
Legacy,  the  student  Alumni  Association. 

The  Robert  D.  Pierce,  II  Legacy  Scholars 
Program  has  awarded  $1,000  one-time 
scholarships  to  incoming  freshmen  each 
year  since  2004,  while  the  Powell  and 
Frances  Ogletree  Endowed  Scholarship, 
the  Past  Presidents  Council  Endowed 
Scholarship  and  the  Clyde  Kennard 
Memorial  Endowed  Scholarship  are 
awarded  to  current  Golden  Eagles. 

The  Mary  Loraine  Peets  Buffett  Scholarship 
is  awarded  annually  to  two  women  from 
Mississippi  who  select  a  major  from  within 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters.  The  $5,000 
scholarship  is  renewable  up  to  four  years. 

The  Elmo  Lang  Memorial  Scholarship  is 
awarded  to  an  incoming  freshman  from  the 
state  of  Mississippi. 

A  number  of  the  Association's  chapters 
award  scholarships  as  well. 

In  addition,  children  of  Alumni 
Association  members  may  be  eligible  for 
an  Out-of-State  Tuition  Scholarship. 


Send  address  changes  to 

118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 

PHONE:  601.266.5013  |  E-MAIL:  alumni@usm.edu 


WEB  SITE: 


'SouthernMissAlumni.com 


Proud  Member  of 
www.conferenceusa.com 

AA/E0E/ADAI 


Applications  can  be  obtained  at  the  Ogletree  House,  the  USM  Foundation  or 

through  the  Office  of  Admissions.  All  applications  must  be  submitted  to  the 

Alumni  Association  no  later  than  March  15  for  the  upcoming  fall  semester. 

For  more  information,  please  call  the  Alumni  Association  at 

601.266.5013  or  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


(notes  from  home 


Looking  back,  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  we  have  completed  the  celebration  of  the  100th  anniversary 
of  our  beloved  institution.  The  celebration  of  our  Centennial  provided  the  opportunity  to  pause  and 
reflect  on  how  far  we  have  come  and  to  marvel  at  the  growth  and  progress  that  has  led  the  institution 
from  its  status  as  a  regional  teachers  college  to  the  premier  research  institution  for  the  Gulf  South. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  2010  was  a  benchmark  year,  one  that  set  the  bar  high  for  the  next 
century  at  Southern  Miss.  Among  our  many  accomplishments  were  the  following: 

•  World-renowned  opera  star,  Renee  Fleming,  joined  the  University's  Symphony  Orchestra 
on  stage  January  29,  2010,  for  a  once-in-a-lifetime  performance:  The  Voice  oj  the  Century 
concert  which  began  our  year-long  Centennial  Celebration. 

•  Southern  Miss  friends  and  family  came  together  for  the  celebration  of  the  University's 
legislative  founding  on  March  30,  2010.  The  day's  festivities  included  the  dedication  of 
the  Centennial  Gateway,  made  possible  through  gifts  from  the  Ed  Langton  family  and  the 

Gold  Leaf  Society,  a  100th  anniversary  convocation  ceremony  and  the  largest  community  picnic  in 
University  history. 


•  On  April  10,  2010,  more  than  500  Southern  Miss  students,  faculty  and  staff  came  together  in  Hattiesburg 
and  on  the  Gulf  Coast  to  participate  in  the  first  University-wide  day  of  service — the  Big  Event. 

•  More  than  1,500  graduates  participated  in  the  largest  commencement  ceremony  in  the  institution's 
history  on  May  14,  2010,  which  featured  former  New  York  Mayor  Rudy  Giuliani. 

•  In  October,  Southern  Miss  welcomed  former  Secretary  of  State  Madeleine  Albright  to  Hattiesburg  as 
part  of  the  Lt.  Col.  John  H.  Dale,  Sr.  Distinguished  Lecture  Series. 

•  Thousands  of  Southern  Miss  fans,  friends  and  alumni  returned  to  campus  in  October  to  partake  in  the 
Centennial  Homecoming  weekend. 

The  success  of  our  Centennial  Celebration  would  not  have  been  possible  without  the  leadership  and 
support  of  countless  volunteers.  From  the  members  of  the  Centennial  Steering  Committee  to  the  Southern 
Miss  faculty,  staff  and  students  who  provided  guidance,  to  the  alumni,  fans  and  friends  who  attended  the 
events,  it  was  the  collaborative  effort  that  made  the  celebration  possible.  Our  finest  hours  are  always  when  we 
come  together  as  the  Southern  Miss  family,  and  2010  was  certainly  a  testament  to  those  family  ties  that  bind. 

Being  present  for  this  exciting  moment  in  Southern  Miss  history  has  been  an  experience  that  I  will  always 
treasure.  As  Golden  Eagles,  we  have  much  to  be  proud  of  and  being  part  of  the  Centennial  has  given  me  a 
greater  appreciation  for  those  trailblazers  who  laid  the  foundation  for  the  University  that  we  have  become. 

As  we  embark  on  the  next  100  years  at  Southern  Miss,  I  can  confidently  say  that  our  future  is  bright.  I 
look  forward  to  being  a  part  of  the  next  chapter  of  the  Southern  Miss  story,  serving  my  fellow  alumni  and 
playing  a  role  in  the  never-ending  quest  to  take  Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 
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Jennifer  D.  Payne 

Associate  Director  for  External  Affairs 
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NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUS) 


President  Saunders  Honored 
with  Community  Hub  Award 

University  of  Southern  Mississippi  President  Martha  Saunders 
loves  her  hometown  of  Hattiesburg.  This  past  November, 
Hattiesburg  said:  the  feeling  is  mutual. 

Saunders  was  named  the  32nd  recipient  of  The  Hub 
Award,  which  honors  outstanding  contributions  to  the 
community,  commitment  to  excellence  and  dedication 
to  public  service,  during  a  recognition  dinner  at  the 
Hattiesburg  Country  Club. 

A  graduate  of  Hattiesburg  High  School  and  Southern  M 
Saunders  said  she  cherishes  her  childhood  in  the  Hub  City, 
where  she  enjoyed  great  times  with  family  and  friends  and 
inspired  by  teachers  and  mentors  to  achieve  great  things. 

The  origin  of  the  Hub  Award  came  in  1979  when 
Hattiesburg  community  leaders  honored  Southern  Miss 
alumnus  and  former  Hattiesburg  mayor  Bobby  Chain,  who 
at  that  time  served  as  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  nf 
the  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning.  It  was  decide* 
that  the  award  would  be  made  annually  to  honor  other 
outstanding  citizens  in  the  community. 

A  college  scholarship  is  also  established  in  honor  of 
each  Hub  Award  recipient.  To  date,  more  than  $500,000  in 
scholarship  funds  has  been  raised  because  of  this  award. 
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Southern  Miss  Restructures  Office  of  University  Communications 


University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  President 
Martha  Saunders  announced 
during  the  latter  part  of 
2010  the  restructuring  of 
the  institution's  Office  of 
Communications,  including 
the  hiring  of  Jim  Coll  as  Chief 
Communications  Officer. 

Among  other 
communication  objectives, 
Coll  is  charged  with  providing 
the  overall  leadership  and 
management  of  the  marketing 
and  public  relations 

functions  of  the  University,  including  public  information, 

advertising  campaigns,  interaction  with  members  of  the  media, 

and  branding. 

Coll  will  lead  a  staff  featuring  a  seven-person  executive 

communication  team.  Also  on  the  team  are  Jana  Bryant,  who 


Jim  Coll 


will  guide  the  University's  social  media  strategy;  Melanie 
Gardner,  who  will  continue  to  manage  the  institution's 
marketing  efforts;  Geoff  LoCicero,  who  will  continue  to 
lead  the  University's  web  services  team;  Lynn  McCarver, 
who  will  continue  to  direct  the  institution's  printing  and 
creative  services;  Beth  Taylor,  who  will  continue  to  serve 
as  the  University's  point  person  for  media  relations  and 
information;  and  Shelia  White  who  will  continue  to  manage 
the  communication  needs  of  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast. 

"The  re-organization  of  the  Office  of  University 
Communication  gives  us  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  reduce 
costs  while  maximizing  the  talent  of  our  incredible  staff," 
Saunders  said.  "I  am  looking  forward  to  working  closely  with 
Jim  Coll  and  his  Executive  Communication  Team." 

Coll  is  a  double  graduate  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  most  recently  earning  a  master's  degree  in  mass 
communication  in  2006.  He  has  been  part  of  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association's  staff  since  October  2004,  serving 
as  Associate  Director  for  External  Affairs  and  previously  as 
Assistant  Director  for  Communications. 
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Stan  Kucza 


Professor's  Dolphin  Research 
Featured  in  Broadcast  of  NOVA 

University  of  Southern  Mississippi  psychology  professor  Dr. 
Stan  Kuczaj's  research  on  dolphin  cognition  and  behavior  was 
featured  in  an  episode  of  NOVA,  the  science  television  show 
produced  by  Public  Broadcasting  Service  (PBS)  Wednesday,  Feb.  9 
on  Mississippi  Public  Broadcasting  (MPB). 

"How  Smart  Are  Dolphins?"  is  part  of  a  NOVA  series  on  animal 
intelligence  that  will  include  Kuczaj's  research  on  dolphin  cognition 
and  communication,  as  well  as  correlations  between  dolphin  and 
human  behavior.  Kuczaj  is  director  of  the  Southern  Miss  Marine  Mammal  Behavior  and 
Cognition  Laboratory,  housed  in  the  University's  College  of  Education  and  Psychology. 
Kuczaj  and  a  crew  from  NOVA  spent  spring  break  last  year  in  Roatan,  Honduras 
documenting  the  research  group's  efforts  to  learn  how  two  dolphins  communicate 
when  they  are  simultaneously  producing  novel  behaviors.  The  NOVA  crew  also 
interviewed  Kuczaj  at  length  regarding  his  work  on  dolphin  cognition. 

Kuczaj  and  his  graduate  students  in  the  laboratory  have  conducted  more  than  20 
years  of  research  on  the  popular  marine  mammal,  which  has  received  support  from 
the  Office  of  Naval  Research  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce.  His  research  in 
Honduras  began  five  years  ago  through  a  study  abroad  program  near  Utila,  sponsored 
by  Southern  Miss  International  Education. 

More  recently,  his  research  on  the  rebound  of  the  mammal's  habitat  off  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  following  Hurricane  Katrina  was  published  in  Marine  Mammal 
Science,  and  last  summer  his  dolphin  research  was  also  featured  in  a  show  on  Japanese 
public  television  in  July  2010. 


Members  or  the  Hattiesburg  Noonday  Optimist  Club  pre 
to  the  Children's  Center  for  Communication  and  Development  on  Monday,  Jan. 
31 .  Pictured,  from  left  to  right:  Jeff  Evans,  past-president  of  the  local  Optimist  Club; 
Lori  Burgess,  speech-language  pathologist  at  the  Children's  Center;  BreAnn  Russell, 
speech-language  pathologist  at  the  Children's  Center  and  Jennifer  Ducksworth, 
president  of  the  local  Optimist  Club. 


Noetic  Technologies, 
Southern  Miss  Share 
Leadership  Award 


Kelli  Booth,  left,  vice  president  of  marketing  for 
Noetic  Technologies  and  Dr.  Denis  Wiesenburg, 
vice  president  of  research  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  accepted  the  John  I.  Rucker 
Award  at  the  Conference  on  High  Technology. 

Noetic  Technologies  Inc.,  and  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  were 
recently  awarded  the  John  I.  Rucker 
Community  Innovation  Leadership 
Award  at  the  11th  Annual  Conference 
on  High  Technology  hosted  by  the 
Mississippi  Technology  Alliance. 

The  Rucker  Award  is  given 
in  recognition  of  leadership  for 
organizations  that  represent  a 
government,  academic  and  private 
sector  partnership.  These  organizations 
are  recognized  for  the  development  ot 
a  strategic  innovation-led  economic 
development  program  focused  on 
technology,  research,  entrepreneurship 
and  capital  formation. 

Noetic  and  Southern  Miss  were 
honored  based  upon  the  unique 
model  of  a  private  company/academic 
institution  technology  transfer  process. 

"The  Noetic/USM  partnership 
continues  to  develop  and  promote 
a  process  that  supports  technology 
development  and  entrepreneurship  that 
meets  our  customers"  needs."  said  Les 
Goff,  president  and  CEO  of  Noetic. 

Noetic  Technologies  Inc..  began  as  an 
initiative  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  and  is  geared  toward 
marketing  and  commercialization  of  the 
Universitv's  technology. 
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Vocal  Student 
Yates  Takes  Home 
Big  Prize  on 
'Wheel  of  Fortune' 

University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
vocal  student  Elliot  Yates,  a  master's 
student  in  vocal  performance,  hit  the 
highest  of  notes  as  the  big  winner  on 
the  popular  TV  game  show  "Wheel  of 
Fortune"  recently. 

Yates,  24,  took  home  $48,360  in 
cash  and  prizes,  which  included  a  trip 
to  Costa  Rica.  The  show  was  taped  in 
November  and  Yates  kept  the  outcome 
a  secret,  although  he  was  under  no 
contractual  obligation  to  do  so. 

After  solving  four  puzzles  for 
$18,360  in  the  primary  portion 
of  the  show,  Yates  won  the  bonus 
round  and  $30,000  in  cash  by 
successfully  guessing,  "kayaking." 

With  his  earnings,  Yates  plans 
to  pay  for  graduate  school  and 
possibly  travel  to  Europe,  one  of 
his  favorite  places  due  to  the  rich 
history  and  music. 

Although  Yates  admits  he  was 
nervous  on  the  show,  he  credits 
being  a  vocal  performance  major, 
along  with  having  many  stage 
performance  experiences,  for 
calming  his  nerves. 


Jonathan  Williams 


Thinking  Green  Gets  Even 
Brighter  at  Southern  Miss 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  growing  greener  with  the  naming  of 
Jonathan  Williams  as  its  new  Chief  Sustainability  Officer. 

A  Hattiesburg  native,  Williams  is  presently  a  visiting  professor  in  the  College  of 
Business.  He  plans  to  develop  educational  programming  to  prepare  Southern  Miss 
students  for  opportunities  in  the  emerging  "green  industries"  such  as  Stion,  which 
recently  announced  its  planned  opening  of  a  plant  in  the  Hattiesburg  Industrial 
Park  manufacturing  high-efficiency  thin-film  solar  panels  based  on  state-of-the-art 
materials  and  device  technology. 

Williams,  who  holds  an  undergraduate  degree  in  economics  from  Duke 
University,  a  law  degree  from  Washington  University  and  an  MBA  from  the 
Leonard  Stern  School  of  Business  at  New  York  University,  says  he  welcomes  the 
opportunities  to  assist  Southern  Miss  is  moving  beyond  "thinking  green"  to  helping 
Southern  Miss  graduates  develop  critical  skills  to  open  and  operate  "green  business" 
ventures,  become  employees  in  existing  industries,  and  attract  new  technology 
businesses  to  the  Pine  Belt. 

The  past  several  years  Williams  has  lived  and  worked  in  the  San  Francisco  area. 
He  is  the  co-founder  of  eMerging  Careers  Institute,  which  is  a  training  program  to 
expose  students  to  21st  century  career  opportunities  through  project-based  learning 
and  college  courses.  He  created  learning  modules  which  incorporate  science,  finance, 
legal  information  and  marketing. 

Southern  Miss  is  one  of  the  most  environmentally  responsible  higher  education 
facilities  in  the  United  States.  It  is  the  only  Mississippi  school  cited  by  The  Princeton 
Review's  286  Green  Colleges  for  its  culture  of  sustainability.  Southern  Miss  President 
Dr.  Martha  Saunders  is  one  of  22  presidents  and  chancellors  who  sit  on  the  American 
College  and  University  President's  Climate  Commitment  (ACUPCC)  steering  committee 
which  is  the  governing  committee  for  the  national  campus  green  commitment. 
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Six  Staff  Members  Receive  2009-10  Excellence  Awards 


Polly  Odom,  executive 
secretary  to  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  President  Martha 
Saunders,  received  the  Jessie  H. 
Morrison  Award  for  staff  excellence 
during  ceremonies  held  Tuesday 
Dec.  7  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

Odom  was  honored  along 
with  five  others  during  the 
annual  Staff  Excellence  Awards 
program,  which  recognizes 
outstanding  work  among  the 
more  than  1,600  staff  members 
employed  by  the  University.  The 
Jessie  H.  Morrison  award  is  the 
highest  honor  bestowed  upon  a 
Southern  Miss  staffer.  Morrison  served  as  administrative  assistant 
to  three  Southern  Miss  presidents  -  Dr.  Richard  A.  McLemore,  Dr. 
William  D.  McCain  and  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  -  and  helped  create 
an  endowment  to  fund  the  staff  awards  upon  her  retirement. 

Other  staff  award  recipients  included  the  following: 

Rene'  Trigg,  Office  Personnel  category.  Trigg  is  the 
administrative  assistant  for  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 


Staff  Excellence  Award  winners  for  2009-10 
Keyes,  Rene'  Trigg,  Myles  Longino,  Margaret 


Association  and  has  worked  at 
the  University  for  five  years. 

Jewel  Adams,  Office 
Personnel  category.  Adams  is  the 
senior  secretary  for  the  School 
of  Human  Performance  and 
Recreation  and  has  worked  at 
the  University  for  14  years. 

Rusty  Keyes,  Service  category 
Keyes  is  a  captain  and  investigator 
with  the  University  Police 
Department  and  has  worked  at 
the  University  for  four  years. 

Myles  Longino,  Maintenance 
category.  Longino  is  a  crew  leader 
of  the  Recreational  Sports  Custodial 
Department  and  has  worked  at  the  University  for  19  years. 
Margaret  Buttross-Brinegar,  Professional  category. 
Buttross-Brinegar  is  the  director  of  the  Children's  Center  for 
Communication  and  Development  and  has  worked  at  the 
University  for  31  years. 

The  winners  were  nominated  by  their  peers.  Each  received 
a  commemorative  plaque  and  a  $1,200  cash  award. 


include,  left  to  right:  Jewel  Adams,  Rusty 
Buttross-Brinegar  and  Polly  Odom. 
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Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Receives  Award 
from  Regional  Accrediting  Organization 


Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 


Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  President  Emeritus  and  Professor  of  Higher  Education  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  recently  received  a  meritorious  service  award  from  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  Commission  on  Colleges  (SACSCOC)  during 
its  annual  conference  held  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Dr.  Lucas  has  participated  in  13  visits  for  the  Commission.  In  addition,  he  has  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Commission  on  Colleges,  Vice  Chair  of  the  Commission,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Council  and  of  the  Committee  on  Criteria  and  Reports. 

In  thanking  Dr.  Lucas  for  his  service  and  the  lessons  he  has  taught  about  commitment, 
Dr.  John  Hilpert,  Chair  of  the  SACSCOC  Board  of  Trustees,  stated,  "You  have  made 
it  clear  that  your  involvement  in  Commission  activities  was  a  professional  priority.  In 
addition,  you  were  always  able  to  lend  a  humorous  bent  to  the  challenges  confronting 
the  Commission  and  regional  accreditation.  We  appreciate  not  only  the  leadership  you 
provided  to  the  Commission  in  all  aspects  of  the  organization  and  your  sustained  sense  of 
humor,  but  also  your  mentorship  to  those  who  succeeded  you." 

The  Meritorious  Service  Awards  are  presented  to  those  in  higher  education  who  have 
demonstrated  extraordinary  commitment  to  and  understanding  of  accreditation  processes, 
who  are  respected  by  their  peers  for  their  integrity  and  the  meritorious  quality  of  their 
service,  and  who  are  recognized  as  models  of  competency,  creativity,  and  accomplishment. 
Nominations  for  the  awards  were  solicited  from  those  active  in  the  accreditation  activities 
of  the  Commission  on  Colleges,  representing  the  800  colleges  and  universities  that  are 
member  institutions  of  the  Commission. 


IHL  Approves  $10M  Science  Building 
for  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Park  Campus 

A  $10  million  construction  project  has  received  approval 
from  the  Mississippi  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  (IHL) 
allowing  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to  construct 
the  36,000  square  foot  Science  Building  on  the  University's 
Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long  Beach. 

Housing  the  University's  College  of  Science  and 
Technology,  the  three-story  Science  Building  will  feature  nine 
teaching  laboratories,  research  space,  approximately  20  faculty 
offices,  and  the  associate  dean's  office.  The  state-of-the-art 
facility  will  also  feature  an  80-seat  instructional  classroom. 

Funding  for  the  Science  Building  was  approved  by  the  state 
legislature  in  2004.  The  project,  currently  in  the  planning  phase 
with  Allred  Architectural  Group,  will  continue  the  architectural 
style  of  the  campus'  Fleming  Education  Center  and  library.  The     ■•: 
Science  Building,  with  its  adjacent  parking  lot,  will  be  located  in  __ 

the  northwest  section  of  the  Gulf  Park  campus. 

Bidding  for  the  construction  project  will  commence  in  the  Art  ai 

spring  allowing  construction  to  begin  this  summer.  The  Science  provii 

Building  is  expected  to  be  completed  and  occupied  by  early  2012. 


An  artist's  rendering  of  the  proposed  Science  Building 
provided  by  Allred  Architectural  Group. 
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Southern  Miss'  First  African  American 
Students  Reflect  on  Experiences  at  Forum 


Austin  Simmons,  left,  talks  with  Gwendolyn  Elaine  Armstrong  Chamberlain,  center,  and  Raylawni  Branch 
during  a  University  Forum. 

Gwendolyn  Elaine  Armstrong  Chamberlain  and  Raylawni  Branch,  the  first  African 
American  students  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  reflected  on  their 
experiences  and  impact  on  the  history  of  the  University  and  civil  rights  movement 
during  a  University  Forum. 

The  two  integrated  the  University  peacefully  in  the  fall  1965  semester.  More 
than  45  years  later,  they  discussed  their  experience  and  answered  questions  from 
moderator  Austin  Simmons,  an  Honors  College  student  majoring  in  broadcast 
journalism,  and  members  of  the  University  Forum  audience. 

Multi-National  Company  Becomes 

New  Tenant  in  Southern  Miss7  Accelerator 

Bracco  Diagnostics,  a  multi- 
national company  with  headquarters 
in  Milan,  Italy,  is  the  newest  tenant 
in  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  state-of-the-art  science 
incubator  known  as  The  Accelerator. 
The  Accelerator  is  part  of  the  innovation  and  commercialization  Braccos  Healthcare  Protective 

park  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Products  Division  (HPPD)  in 

Hattiesburg  will  utilize  The  Accelerator's  resources  to  begin  manufacturing  a  lotion  that 
neutralizes  chemical  warfare  agents  that  can  prove  hazardous  to  military  personnel.  The 
lotion  is  already  used  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense  and  most  NATO  militaries. 
The  Accelerator,  which  opened  in  March  2010,  is  Southern  Miss'  newest  initiative  to 
support  innovation  and  entrepreneurship.  The  $26  million  facility  offers  more  than  60,000 
square  feet  of  world-class  resources  and  equipment  to  support  early-state  science  companies. 
Southern  Miss  President  Martha  Saunders  noted  that  bringing  a  prestigious  tenant 
such  as  Bracco  Diagnostic  into  The  Accelerator  only  fortifies  the  facility's  mission. 
Accelerator  Director  Sunny  Corral  said  that  in  just  10  months  of  operation  the 
facility  has  leased  80  percent  of  the  leasable  space. 

Hattiesburg  Mayor  Johnny  DuPree  sees  the  Southern  Miss-Bracco  partnership  as 
collaboration  that  will  yield  important  dividends  in  the  Pine  Belt  area. 

Bracco's  plan  is  to  initially  hire  10  people  to  operate  die  new  facility.  First 
production  of  the  life-saving  lotion  is  targeted  for  this  summer. 


Business,  Economic 
Leaders  Share 
Views  at  Southern 
Miss  Forum 

A  packed  audience  heard 
leaders  in  banking,  finance  and 
academia  share  ideas  about 
economic  development  as  part  of 
a  comprehensive  business  forum 
held  Thursday,  Jan.  20  at  The  Trent 
Lott  National  Center  for  Excellence 
in  Economic  Development  and 
Entrepreneurship. 

The  forum,  titled  "Impact 
Southern  Miss:  Turning  Knowledge 
into  Innovation,"  was  sponsored 
by  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  College  of  Business  and 
The  Trent  Lott  Center. 

Todd  Greene,  vice  president 
for  Community  and  Economic 
Development  for  the  Federal 
Reserve  Bank  of  Atlanta,  delivered 
the  keynote  address.  Dr.  Lance  Nail, 
dean  of  the  College  of  Business 
noted  that  having  an  economic 
expert  of  Greene's  stature  on  hand 
lent  further  credibility  to  the 
conference. 


Todd 
for  Com. 


HSS5  fflls 


Bank  of  Atlanta,  addresses  the  large 
crowd  attending  the  forum. 
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Here  are  a  few  questions  to  test  your  knowledge  of  Southern  Miss 

history.  Answer  four  or  five  correctly,  and  we'll  assume  you  are  a  former 

University  archives  staff  member.  Answer  two  or  three  accurately,  and 

you  can  consider  yourself  a  loyal  alumnus  or  alumna.  Answer  zero  or 

one  correctly,  and  you  may  want  to  double  check  to  make  sure  your 

diploma  is  not  from  a  university  in  north  Mississippi. 

1.  In  what  year  did  the  100,000th  student  graduate  from 
Southern  Miss? 

2.  What  is  the  estimated  age  of  the  Friendship  Oak  located  at 
the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Park  Campus  in  Long  Beach? 

3.  Who  is  the  longest-serving  athletic  head  coach  and  what 
sport  did  he  coach? 

4.  What  Southern  Miss  athlete  played  for  and  managed  the  San 
Francisco  Giants  and  what  two  sports  did  he  play? 

5.  What  Southern  Miss  tradition  takes  place  the  Sunday  before 
school  starts  each  fall  and  includes  over  1,200  students  and 
120  gallons  of  gold  paint? 


SEE  THE  ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  63 
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GULF  COAST  ART  SERIES 

Dance.  Music.  Cinema. 

EXPERIENCE  THE  ARTS  AT  SOUTHERN 
MISS  ON  THE  GULF  COAST. 

ALL  EVENTS  ARE  FREE  AND 
OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 
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Upcoming  Events  Calendar 

All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any 
questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  at  alumni@usm.edu  or  call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit 
SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are 
located  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  athletics 
schedules,  visit  SouthernMiss.com.  The  baseball,  football  and  Softball 
schedules  are  included  in  the  Athletic  News  section  of  this  edition  of  The  Talon. 

March 

2  The  Legacy,  Student  Alumni  Association 

Legislative  Day 

Alumni  Association  Scholarship  Deadline 

School  of  Music  presents  Southern  Miss  Steel  Pan 
Orchestra  |  7:30  p.m.  I  Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center 
Admission  is  free. 

The  Legacy,  Student  Alumni  Association  and 
Southern  Miss  Career  Services  Networking  Dinner 

24-27,   The  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance  presents 
31  "A  Streetcar  Named  Desire"  I  7:30  p.m.,  Thursday- 

Saturday,  2  p.m.  on  Sunday  I  Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre  I 
Reserved  seats  are  $12. 

The  Symphony  Orchestra  presents  "Triple  Play" 
featuring  three  alumni  trombonists.  |  7:30  p.m. 
Saenger  Theatre  I  Reserved  seats  range  from  $16  to  $20. 

School  of  Music  presents  The  Southern  Chorale 

7:30  p.m.  I  Main  Street  Baptist  Church  |  Admission  is  free. 

Founders'  Day 


15 
17 

23 


26 


29 


30 


April 


1-3        The  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance  presents 
"A  Streetcar  Named  Desire"  I  7:30  p.m.,  Thursday- 
Saturday,  2  p.m.  on  Sunday  I  Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre  I 
Reserved  seats  are  $12. 

7-10      Repertory  Dance  Company  Spring  Concert 

7:30  p.m.,  Thursday-Saturday,  2  p.m.  on  Sunday  I 
Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  I  General  admission 
tickets  are  $15. 

70         School  of  Music  Connoisseur  Series  presents  Imani  Winds 

Hattiesburg  Train  Depot  I  3  p.m.  I  General  admission 
tickets  are  $10. 

28         School  of  Music  presents  The  Wind  Ensemble 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  I  7:30  p.m. 
Free  admission 

14-21     The  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance  presents 
"Smokey  Joe's  Cafe  |  7:30  p.m.,  Thursday-Saturday, 
2  p.m.  on  Sunday  I  Gilbert  F.  Hartwig  Theatre  I  General 
admission  tickets  are  $12. 
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Golden  Grad  Reunion 
Date  Set  for  May  6-7 

The  Golden  Grad  Reunion  will  be  held  May  6-7,  and 
the  Association  will  welcome  alumni  from  the  class  of 
1961  and  earlier  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

The  weekend  consists  of  a  full  schedule  of  events 
including  a  special  reception  for  the  class  of  1961,  a 
Friday  evening  dinner,  Saturday  morning  breakfast 
with  a  guest  speaker,  tours  of  the  University's  newest 
additions,  and  a  luncheon  featuring  the  Spirit  of 
Southern  vocal  performance  group  and  the  induction 
into  the  Golden  Circle. 

The  host  hotel  is  the  Courtyard  by  Marriott, 
located  at  119  Grand  Drive  in  Hattiesburg.  For 
reservations,  call  601.268.3050.  Use  the  code 
"USM  Golden  Grad  Reunion"  for  the  special 
rate  of  $94  when  making  reservations. 

Additional  reunion  details  will  be 
available  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com  and 
registration  brochures  will  be  mailed  to  all  eligible 
alumni.  Contact  Dawn  Smith  at  601.266.4218  or 
dawn.smith@usm.edu  for  more  details. 
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Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

recognizes  those  whose  contributions  of  time  and  financial 

resources  have  helped  move  Southern  Miss  forward.  The  nominee 

must  have  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  15  years  previously. 

Nominations  are  being  accepted  through  May  20,  2011. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 

601.266.5013,  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu,  or  use  the  form 

ai  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


International  Board  of  Directors 

Composed  of  33  alumni,  the  board  is  the  governing 
body  for  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

Outstanding  Service  Award 

Given  to  seven  alumni  based  on  their  service  to  the  University. 

Continuous  Service  Award 

Given  to  five  alumni  for  their  long-term  efforts 
and  dedication  to  Southern  Miss. 

Special  Service  Award 

Given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily  alumni,  who 
have  made  a  significant,  unique  contribution  to 
the  University,  community  or  their  profession. 

Outstanding  Young  Alumnus  /  Alumna  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  36  years  of  age  or  younger  who 

has  made  contributions  of  time  and  effort  to  the  University, 

community  and  their  profession. 

Moran  Pope  Meritorious  Service  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  annually  who  has  continued  to  give  of 

his  or  her  time  and  talents  throughout  the  years  to  recognize 

outstanding  alumni  support ,  professional  achievement, 

loyalty,  and  service  to  the  Universit) 

Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award 

Given  to  one  individual  annually  \\  ho  is  not  an  alum, 

but  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  progress  of  Southern 

Miss  throughout  the  years 
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Alumni  Hall  of  Famer  Posey  Dies 

Alumni  Hall  of  Famer,  legendary  high  school  football  coach  and  elected  official 
Robert  "Bobby"  Glynn  Posey  Sr.  died  November  13,  2010,  at  Regency  Hospital  in 
Meridian.  He  was  80. 

Posey  had  an  indisputable  love  for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  as 
a  student  had  an  exceptional  football  career  as  a  running  back.  As  a  Golden  Eagle 
football  player  in  the  1950s,  his  teams'  records  were  10-1,  9-1,  and  he  played  in  two 
Sun  Bowls  in  El  Paso,  Texas.  He  graduated  with  a  business  administration  and  health 
and  physical  education  degree  in  1954.  He  later  went  on  to  earn  his  master's  degree. 

Posey  has  been  described  as  a  "Golden  Eagle  through  and  through"  and  was 
inducted  into  the  Southern  Miss  M-Club  in  1987  and  the  Alumni  Association  Hall  of 
Fame  in  1992. 

For  more  than  20  years  Posey  was  employed  with  Philadelphia  and  Neshoba 
Central  High  Schools. 

Posey  was  the  chancery  clerk  of  Neshoba  County  for  12  years  and  was 
instrumental  in  bringing  the  latest  technology  to  the  office,  computerizing  the 
county's  accounts  payable  and  payroll  during  his  tenure. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Bette  Ford  Posey  of  Philadelphia;  his  children,  Robert 
Glynn  "Bob"  Posey  Jr.,  Summer  Posey  Hines,  John  Posey,  Meredith  Perry  Massey  and 
Jason  Perry;  and  six  grandchildren. 


Welcome  New 
Life  Members 


Brandon  F.  Ball 

Jeffrey  G.  Baravik 

Robert  T.  Bassett 

Todd  &  Mary  Bradley 

Mitchell  C.  Brown 

Timothy  F.  Butler 

John  &  Patricia  Byrne 

Heath  M.  Cantrelle 

Kathryn  M.  Carter 

Robert  Noel  Cassibry 

Angie  Hilbun  Cognevich 

Chris  &  Laura  Curry 

Mindy  Shultz  Fee 

Judy  Oehler  Fountain 

Daniel  German  Gachama 

Sid  &  Joni  Gonsoulin 

Larry  Ray  Graham 

L.  Dianna  Grant 

Bryan  &  Brandy  Harvey 

Troy  &  Erin  Johnston 
Justin  &  Amanda  Maggio 
Mike  &  Wendy  Magusiak 

Richard  &  Kiska  May 

Thomas  &  Jana  McDonnell 

Robert  E.  McKellar 

Lynn  &  Marty  McMahan 

Amanda  Green  Mitchell 

James  &  Rose  Roberts 

Timothy  D.  Skinner 

Richard  Van  Spink 

Daniel  Clayton  Taylor 

Patti  Page  Wade 

Allen  Edward  Wagner 

Patrick  Alan  Weatherford 
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Payne  Named  Associate  Director  for 
External  Affairs  for  Alumni  Association 


Jennifer  Payne,  a  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  speech  communication 
graduate,  has  accepted  the  position  of  associate  director  for  external  affairs  with  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

A  Pearl  native,  Payne  has  spent  the  last  three  years  with  Southern  Miss  serving  as 
the  Centennial  Celebration  Coordinator.  In  that  role,  Payne  coordinated  and  facilitated 
the  2010  Centennial  Celebration  Events,  worked  on  the  production  of  'Treasured  Past, 
Golden  Future:  The  Centennial  History  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi"  and 
managed  the  50-person  Centennial  Steering  Committee. 

"I'm  thrilled  to  have  the  opportunity  to  join  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
staff.  Their  support  of  the  Centennial  Celebration  has  been  phenomenal  and  it  has  been 
a  true  pleasure  working  alongside  them  for  the  past  three  years,"  Payne  said. 

In  her  new  position,  Payne's  primary  responsibilities  include,  but  are  not  limited 
to,  membership  recruitment,  tracking  and  evaluation  and  managing  the  Association's 
development  efforts.  She  will  also  oversee  the  Association's  field  operations,  programming 
initiatives  and  manage  affinity  partner  relationships  and  other  revenue-generating  programs. 

"Jennifer  has  done  an  outstanding  job  leading  the  University's  Centennial 
Jennifer  Payne  Celebration.  Over  the  past  three  years,  I've  been  fortunate  to  get  to  know  her  and  see 

firsthand  how  well  she  represents  herself  and  our  University,"  said  Jerry  DeFatta,  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association.  "I'm 
looking  forward  to  her  transition  into  this  new  role  and  am  excited  about  the  positive  impact  she  will  have  on  our  organization.'' 
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Did  you  know  that  in  addition  to 
providing  direct  services  to  children 
and  their  families,  the  certified  staff 
at  The  Children's  Center  supervises 
undergraduate  and  graduate  students 
from  a  variety  of  disciplines  within 
the  University?  Also,  a  scholarship  is 
awarded  to  one  outstanding  student 
each  year  to  help  defray  tuition 
costs.  Interested  students  should 
contact  The  Children's  Center  at 
601.266.5222. 
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2701  Lincoln  Road 
Hattiesburg,  MS 

6762  Hwy  49  North 
Hattiesburg,  MS 

2306  Hardy  Street 
Hattiesburg,  MS 

3809  Hardy  Street 
Hattiesburg,  MS 

4960  Hardy  Street 
Hattiesburg,  MS 


495  Elks  Lake  Road 
Dixie,  MS 

7297  Hwy  49  North 
Hattiesburg,  MS 

303  Main  Street 
Lumberton,  MS 

416  Highway  42  East 
Petal,  MS 

3955  Veterans  Memorial  Drive 
Hattiesburg,  MS 


6497  Highway  49  North 
Hattiesburg,  MS 


(association  news 


Alumni  Association  Welcomes 
Special  Guests  During  Holiday  Season 

This  holiday  season  The  Children's  Center  located  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  made  a  special  visit  to  the  Ogletree  House, 
home  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Margaret  Buttross-Brinegar  74,  director  of  The  Children's  Center,  along  with  the 
staff,  students  and  their  families  were  all  welcomed  by  the  Alumni  Association  as 
each  child  was  able  to  find  his  or  her  handmade  ornament  located  on  the  tree.  The 
ornaments  decorated  the  tree  and  were  displayed  in  the  Ogletree  House  throughout 
the  entire  holiday  season. 

"Outings  across  our  Southern  Miss  campus  have  multiple  purposes  with  fun 
being  a  driving  force.  It's  fun  for  our  young  students  and  their  families,  for  our 
University  students  and  the  staff.  Most  importantly,  our  presence  brings  awareness 
and  education  to  the  mission  of  The  Children's  Center,"  said  Buttross-Brinegar.  "The 
Alumni  Association  welcomed  us  with  such  generosity  of  their  time  and  gifts  for  the 
children,  we  could  not  help  but  feel  special." 

The  Children's  Center,  a  United  Way  agency,  opened  its  doors  in  1974  and 
currently  serves  approximately  80  children  from  the  South  Mississippi  area.  The 
center  provides  a  trans-disciplinary  team  approach  to  the  assessment  and  treatment 
of  communicatively  and  developmentally  disabled  children  (birth  to  5  years). 

For  more  information  about  The  Children's  Center  call  601.266.5222  or  visit 
usm.edu/childrenscenter 

Left:  Sarah  Price  '01,  '03,  speech-language  pathologist  and  student,  Kolbee  Moore  of  Taylorsville,  admire  the 
handmade  ornaments  created  by  The  Children's  Center  that  were  placed  on  the  tree  located  in  the  entryway 
of  the  Ogletree  House. 


iager  of  Constituent 
Nations  Named 


Dane  Reiter  '06,  '07,  '10  has  been  hired  as  the  Alumni 
Association's  manager  for  constituent  relations.  Reiter  serves  a 
dual  role  for  the  Association  as  the  primary  field  representative 
and  as  adviser  for  The  Legacy,  the  student  Alumni  Association. 
Reiter  maintains  relationships  with  the  individual  chapter 
presidents,  alumni  ambassadors  and  constituent  society 
officers  and  coordinates  the  calendar  of  external  events  of 
the  Association.  As  The  Legacy's  adviser,  Reiter  oversees 
programming  and  manages  The  Legacy's  budget. 

A  Petal  native,  Reiter  has  earned  three  degrees  from  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Prior  to  this  role,  Reiter  was 
■ployed  with  the  Business  Services  department  on  the  Southern 
;s  Hattiesburg  campus  as  a  business  analyst  where  he, 
ong  other  things,  served  as  a  liaison  between  the  functional 
1  technical  areas  of  the  department  and  implemented  and 
egrated  a  new  University-wide  student  refund  process. 
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On  Feb.  23,  1962  The  Student  Printz 
released  breaking  news  that  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
voted  unanimously  to  change  the  name 
of  Mississippi  Southern  College  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 


In  honor  of  the  Centennial,  From  the  Archives  has  been  featuring  excerpts  from  the  book 
"Treasured  Past.  Golden  Future:  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  1910-2010,"  by  Southern 
Miss  alumnus  Dr.  Chester  "Bo"  Morgan.  The  entry  included  here  focuses  on  The  University  oj 
Southern  Mississippi  and  its  path  to  distinction.  The  institution  previously  known  as  Mississippi 
Southern  College  became  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  February  of  1962. 

Southern  became  a  university  at  almost  the  precise  moment  that  universities  were  seizing  the 
attention  of  the  nation.  "The  1960s  became,"  according  to  one  historian,  "the  most  explosive 
decade  in  the  entire  history  of  educational  expansion,  [and]  .  .  .  the  growth  in  higher 
education  was  most  marked."  Presiding  over  this  idealistic  war  on  ignorance  was  a  former  Texas 
schoolteacher  who  had  worked  his  way  to  a  college  degree  by  sweeping  the  floors  of  "Old  Mam" 
at  Southwest  Texas  State  Teachers  College,  which  shortly  before  young  Lyndon  Johnson  entered  it 
had  still  been  San  Marcos  Normal.  By  the  mid  1970s,  college  enrollment  had  jumped  167  percent 
in  15  years,  and  the  United  States  was  spending  $45  billion  a  year  on  higher  education.  American 
colleges  exploded  in  another  way  during  the  1960s,  as  the  confluence  of  civil  rights  activism, 
radical  student  politics,  and  an  inglorious  and  protracted  war  in  Southeast  Asia  helped  make 
"campus  unrest"  a  disturbing  and  exhilarating  part  of  the  American  idiom. 

Against  such  a  backdrop,  Southern's  entry  into  the  elite  fraternity  of  higher  education 
sometimes  seemed  a  mixed  blessing.  It  was  certainly  a  mixed  blessing  for  William  D.  McCain, 
whose  fourteen  years  as  a  university  president  were  considerably  more  stormy  and  unpleasant  than 
his  early  tenure  at  the  helm  of  MSC.  Yet  USM  shared  as  much,  if  not  more,  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  era  as  in  its  turmoil.  Enrollment  continued  to  grow,  by  almost  a  thousand  a  year  from  1964 
through  1967.  After  a  brief  downturn  in  the  late  sixties,  it  began  to  inch  steadily  upward  again, 
topping  10,000  in  1973  (main  campus  enrollment  would  not  reach  that  figure  until  1°-°A  McCain 
had  to  fulfill  his  "dust  and  mud"  vow  just  to  keep  pace. 
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Wilber  Panhellenic  House  was  one  of  five 
dormitories  that  went  up  before  the  decade  ended. 


As  a  growing  university,  Southern  Miss  was 
able  to  offer  its  students  better  and  more  varied 
entertainment.  In  1972,  the  new  Raymond  Mannoni 
Performing  Arts  Center  opened. 


The  most  pressing  problem  was  housing,  and  five  more  dormitories  went  up  before  the 
decade  ended:  three  for  women,  Wilber  Panhellenic  House  (1963),  Roberts  Hall  (1968),  and 
Hillcrest  (1964);  and  two  for  men,  Elam  Arms  (1964)  and  Vann  Hall  (1967).  Private  interests 
built  and  owned  Hillcrest  and  Elam  in  what  the  school  administration  hoped  would  be  "a 
landmark  in  .  .  .  future  development,"  allowing  the  university  "to  concentrate  its  construction 
activities  in  the  essential  academic  fields."  Neither  dormitory  proved  profitable,  however,  and 
the  school  eventually  acquired  both,  Elam  in  1971  and  Hillcrest  two  years  later.  A  third  private 
company  owned  Vann  athletic  dormitory  and  leased  it  to  the  university. 

Other  construction  included  the  education  and  psychology  building  (1964,  later 
named  for  Ralph  Owings  and  Carl  McQuagge),  Reed  Green  Coliseum  (1965),  Wilbur 
Stout  Lecture  Hall  (1966),  a  business  administration  building  (1968,  later  named  for 
Joseph  A.  Greene),  the  Johnson  Science  Tower  1970),  the  university  natatorium  (1971, 
later  named  for  M.  C.  "Tuffy"  Johnson),  the  performing  arts  1972,  later  named  for 
Raymond  Mannoni),  and  the  nursing  school  building  (1975,  later  named  for  Elizabeth 
Harkins).  Also  during  the  sixties,  there  were  major  renovations  of  existing  facilities: 
the  student  services  building  (formerly  Cook  Library,  1961),  the  George  Hurst  Building 
(1964),  College  Hall  (1966),  and  Southern  Hall  (1974).  After  the  Commons  opened, 
Wimpy  s,  the  bookstore,  and  the  post  office  moved  into  the  remodeled  dining  hall, 
known  as  the  Hub  after  1963.  A  1968  expansion  doubled  the  size  of  Cook  Library. 
The  old  Panhellenic  house,  renamed  East  Hall,  became  home  to  the  departments  of 
geography  and  religion  and  philosophy.  A  similar  old  Camp  Shelby  structure  known 
as  West  Hall  was  torn  down,  though  the  theatre  section  was  moved  and  renovated  and 
opened  in  1966  as  the  Southern  Playhouse  (later  named  for  Gilbert  Hartwig).  Federal 
loans  and  grants  continued  to  finance  much  of  the  construction  boom. 

The  attainment  of  university  status  inaugurated  a  period  of  rapid  and  extensive 
curriculum  changes.  The  initial  undergraduate  structure  included  one  college  (arts 
and  sciences),  two  schools  (education  and  psychology  and  business  administration), 
and  two  divisions  (fine  arts  and  home  economics).  Fine  arts  became  a  school  in  1965 
as  did  home  economics  three  years  later.   In  1966  a  special  legislative  appropriation 
enabled  USM  to  organize  a  degree-granting  school  of  nursing  with  Mary  Elizabeth 
Harkins  as  its  first  dean.  Education  and  psychology  became  a  college  in  1968. 

The  speech  department  was  divided  in  1964,  with  theatre  moving  into  fine  arts  while 
public  address  joined  journalism  and  radio  and  television  to  form  a  new  department  of 
communications  in  the  college  of  arts  and  sciences.  Five  years  later,  the  offices  of  public 
information,  duplicating,  printing,  and  photography  united  with  the  communications 
department  in  a  new  division  of  communications.  Other  new  departments  emerged 
during  the  1960s:  speech  and  hearing  sciences,  science  education,  and  educational 
foundations  in  1964;  computer  science  and  statistics  (the  first  in  the  state)  in  1965;  and 
polymer  science  in  1969.  In  1965,  arts  and  sciences  initiated  an  honors  program  (later  the 
Honors  College),  which  became  university-wide  after  1970.  Other  developments  included: 
publication  of  The  Southern  Quarterly  (1962)  and  the  Journal  oj  Educational  Research  (1968); 
establishment  of  a  bureau  of  business  research  (1964),  an  office  of  research  and  projects 
(1964),  and  a  computer  center;  and  the  inauguration  of  a  free  textbook  service  (1964). 

In  the  summer  of  1962,  the  university  awarded  its  first  doctoral  degree  in  education. 
Thereafter,  doctoral  programs  were  added  in  biology,  chemistry,  political  science,  science 
education,  music  education,  English  and  literature,  history,  mathematics,  speech  and  hearing 
sciences,  and  geography.  By  1972,  USM  offered  terminal  degrees  in  twenty-seven  fields. 


22 


HMMNl 


te**«afe?« 


After  1963,  the  bookstore  and  the  post  office  moved  into 
the  remodeled  dining  halt  known  as  the  Hub. 


The  pulse  of  campus  life  during  the  sixties  also  reflected  the 
dynamism  of  a  developing  university.  The  Greek  community 
continued  to  thrive.  Acacia  disappeared  early  in  the  decade, 
but  two  new  fraternities  emerged:  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  in  1965 
and  Sigma  Nu  three  years  later.   In  1971  another  sorority  Delta 
Gamma,  appeared.  The  prestigious  scholastic  honorary  society 
Phi  Kappa  Phi  came  to  the  university  in  1967,  and  the  number  of 
religious,  service,  and  professional  organizations  mushroomed. 

The  music  program  remained  one  of  the  university's  strongest. 
Alan  Drake  became  director  of  bands  in  1966  and  was  followed 
by  Raymond  G.  Young  in  1969  and  Joe  Barry  Mullins  in  1973. 
By  1975  there  were,  in  addition  to  the  marching,  concert,  and 
symphonic  bands,  a  symphonic  wind  ensemble,  chamber  ensembles, 
a  percussion  choir  and  marimba  ensemble,  an  ROTC  band,  and 
a  jazz  laboratory  band.  The  University  Singers  appeared  with  the 
New  Orleans  Symphony  Orchestra  in  1964  and  again  in  1969.  In 
1967  the  Summer  Theatre,  which  had  moved  into  the  renovated 
Red  Barn  Theatre  the  previous  year,  merged  with  the  Summer 
Musical  Theatre  to  become  the  Southern  Stage.  Frank  Monachino's 
production  of  The  Mikado  won  a  Mississippi  Arts  Council  grant  that 
financed  a  five-city  tour  of  Mississippi  in  the  fall  of  1967.  In  1970, 
Mannoni  shifted  the  opera  workshop  from  music  to  a  new  theatre 
arts  department  that  encompassed  all  the  performing  arts  including 
dance.  The  American  Educational  Theatre  Association  chose  USM's 
production  of  A  Funny  Thing  Happened  on  the  Way  to  the  Forum, 
directed  by  Blaine  Quarnstrom,  for  a  1975  USO  tour  of  American 
military  bases  in  Greenland,  Newfoundland,  Labrador,  and  Iceland. 
In  1972,  the  new  Raymond  Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  opened 
with  a  production  of  A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream  that  veteran Jackson 
Daily  News  critic  Frank  Hains  called  "the  most  striking  technical 
achievement  I  have  seen  on  a  Mississippi  stage."  Two  years  later, 
Robert  Mesrobian  directed  USM's  third  production  of  Die  Fledermaus 


-TEai 


in  fifteen  years,  which  became  the  first  complete  opera  televised  by 
the  Mississippi  Educational  Network. 

As  a  growing  university,  Southern  was  able  to  offer  its  students 
better  and  more  varied  entertainment.  The  Lettermen  were 
annual  favorites  of  the  early  sixties,  and  in  1965  Pete  Fountain 
presented  the  premiere  concert  in  the  new  Reed  Green  Coliseum. 
Among  the  others  to  appear  on  campus  were  Bob  Hope,  Glen 
Campbell,  Ray  Charles,  Chicago,  Ike  and  Tina  Turner,  and  the 
Temptations.  Lecturers  included  ABC  newsman  Peter  Jennings. 
U.S.  Senator  and  former  astronaut  John  Glenn,  former  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Tom  Clarke,  and  consumer  advocate  Ralph  Nader. 


None  of  the  growth  or  changes  diminished  the  institution's 
fundamental  commitment,  which  remained  quality  education  for 
the  people  of  Mississippi.  As  vice-president  for  academic  affairs 
Charles  Moorman  later  put  it,  "We  thought  that  if  a  man  or  woman 
gave  himself  wholeheartedly  to  his  profession  in  terms  of  teaching, 
then  he  would  become  automatically  involved  in  research.  But 
first  and  always  was  teaching — first  and  always  was  the  idea  of 
training  the  students,  teaching  the  students  to  go  out  into  the 
world  and  become  profitable  and  useful  members  ot  society,  and 
sensitive  citizens."  And  so  the  dream  remained  what  it  had  been 
for  almost  seven  decades,  but  those  early  dreamers  would  have 
been  astounded  to  see  the  great  university  that  their  beloved  little 
normal  college  had  become.  Like  those  oak  seedlings  that  Joe 
Cook  nurtured  so  carefully  so  many  wars  before,  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  had,  despite  the  scars  ot  struggle  and  pruning, 
blossomed  into  luxuriant  maturity.  "No  one  could  haw  dreamed." 
said  President  Emeritus  McCain,  "that  we  could  have  gone  from  a 
small  teachers  college  to  a  major  university  in  less  than  seventy-five 
years.  No  one  could  have  dreamed  that."  §c 
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Payne  Brothers  Maintain  a  Strong  Legacy  of  Support 


Payne 


Since  their  days  as  students 
at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  brothers  Jim  and 
Larry  Payne  have  been  active 
members  of  the  Southern  Miss 
family.  Their  dedication  to 
their  alma  mater  through  both 
service  and  scholarship  has 
Larry  and  Liz  Payne  greatly  impacted  the  University 

community  and  its  students. 

Jim  graduated  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  business 
management  in  1964.  As  he  began  a  career  in  pharmaceutical 
sales,  his  younger  brother  Larry  attended 
Southern  Miss,  earning  a  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  1967.  After  graduating, 
Larry  started  his  career  in  teaching  in  Pass 
Christian,  Miss. 

Jim  gained  valuable  sales  experience 
working  for  Proctor  and  Gamble  from 
1964-66,  and  Rucker  Pharmaceuticals  from 
1966-73.  In  1973,  Jim  and  Larry  joined 
forces  with  eight  other  investors  to  form  UAD  Laboratories 
Inc.  Jim  and  Larry  served  as  president/CEO  and  executive  vice 
president,  respectively.  After  25  years,  they  merged  the  company 
in  1998  with  a  New  York  Stock  Exchange  company. 

As  the  brothers'  careers  flourished, 
they  continued  to  contribute  a  significant 
amount  of  their  time  and  talent  to 
Southern  Miss.  In  1989,  Jim  and  Larry, 
along  with  wife  Liz,  were  the  first  alumni 
to  give  the  University  $1  million  gifts. 
Their  generosity  provided  crucial  funding 
for  the  construction  of  the  Payne  Center, 
the  University's  recreational  facility  for 
faculty,  staff  and  students. 

"Jim  and  Larry  Payne  have  led  the 
way  in  alumni  major  giving  at  Southern 
Miss,"  said  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  president 
emeritus  and  professor  of  higher 
education.  "In  addition  to  their  financial 
generosity,  they  also  devote  their  time 
and  leadership  abilities  in  serving  our 
University.  The  Payne  Center,  which  they 
helped  to  make  possible,  provides  our 
University  and  our  community  with  so 
many  opportunities  to  maintain  high- 
level  wellness.  Jim  and  Larry  exemplify 

Jim  and  Larry  Payne,  along 
the  best  in  alumni  loyalty."  funding  for  the  con5truction 


Jim  and  Larry  were  both  inducted  into  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  Hall  of  Fame  in  1990.  Over  the  years, 
their  support  of  Southern  Miss  has  continued  to  grow.  Jim  and 
Larry,  along  with  Liz,  generously  showed  their  commitment  to 
the  University  by  supporting  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign  at 
the  sponsor  gift  level. 

Larry  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  USM  Foundation 
Board  of  Directors,  the  Athletic  Foundation  Board  of  Directors 
and  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology  Dean's  Advisory 
Council.  He  has  also  served  as  the  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association  Board  of  Directors.  Jim  has  also  held  many 
volunteer  leadership  positions  at  Southern  Miss,  including 
president  of  the  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors, 
president  of  the  USM  Foundation  Board  of  Directors  and  a 
member  of  the  Business  Advisory  Council.  In  2004,  Jim  was 
named  the  College  of  Business  and  Economic  Development's 
Distinguished  Alumnus.  That  same  year,  he  was  inducted  into 
the  Mississippi  Business  Hall  of  Fame. 

In  1997,  Jim  established  the  Jim  Payne  Annual  Scholarship 
Fund  to  provide  a  four-year  annual  scholarship  for  graduating 
high  school  seniors  from  New  Summit  School  in  Jackson, 
Miss.  Since  its  establishment,  Jim  has  contributed  more  than 
$42,000  to  support  scholarships  with  this  fund. 

"I  owe  a  lot  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  for 
the  experiences  I  had  there  that  contributed  to  my  success  later 


with  Liz,  were  the  first  alumni  to  give  the  University  $1  million  gifts,  providing  crucial 
of  the  Payne  Center,  the  University's  recreational  facility  for  faculty,  staff  and  students. 
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in  life,"  said  Jim.  "Coming  from  a  small  town  in  Mississippi 
going  to  Southern  Miss,  I  met  a  lot  of  people  and  had  the 
opportunity  to  hold  various  leadership  roles  that  have  enabled 
me  to  prosper  in  my  career." 

Regardless  of  where  they  lived,  Larry  and  wife  Liz,  a 
1968  graduate  of  Southern  Miss  and  2006  inductee  into  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  remained  connected 
to  the  University  "We  lived  in  North  Carolina  for  several 
years,  and  even  though  I  was  far  away  from  campus,  1  was 
able  to  follow  Southern  Miss  from  a  distance,"  recalled  Larry. 
"When  we  returned  to  Mississippi  in  the  early  1980s,  it  was  a 
blessing  because  I  was  ready  to  become  more  involved  again 
with  the  University." 

In  2003,  they  established  the  Larry  and  Elizabeth  Payne 
Education  and  Psychology  Fund  to  award  scholarships  to  up 
to  six  incoming  freshman  in  the  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology.  Larry  and  Liz  have  remained  involved  in  the 
scholarship  funds  they  have  established.  "We  evaluate  the  areas 
where  we  see  a  need  for  scholarships  as  we  want  to  make  sure 
the  scholarships  are  being  put  to  the  best  of  use,"  said  Larry. 

Lhrough  the  establishment  of  the  Larry  and  Elizabeth 
Payne  Education  and  Psychology  Presidential  Scholarship 
Fund,  Larry  and  Liz  provide  funds  to  annually  award  a 
scholarship  to  an  incoming  freshman  majoring  in  the  College 
of  Education  and  Psychology  within  the  Honors  College.  Since 
its  establishment  in  2007,  Larry  and  Liz  have  contributed  more 
than  $66,000  to  support  scholarships  in  this  fund. 

Through  the  gift  of  scholarship,  Larry  hopes  to  inspire 
students  who  receive  financial  support  to  give  back  to  Southern 
Miss.  "Monetary  gifts  aren't  the  only  way  to  give  back.  Not 
everyone  can  provide  financial  support,"  said  Larry.  "You 
can  support  the  University  by  recruiting  students.  If  you  can 
get  a  high  school  student  on  campus  to  see  the  atmosphere 
of  sporting  events,  the  arts  and  student  life,  you  can  almost 
guarantee  they  will  come  to  school  at  Southern  Miss." 

"It  would  be  hard  to  believe  that  there  could  be  two  siblings 
who  have  had  a  more  significant  impact  at  Southern  Miss," 
said  Bob  Pierce,  vice  president  for  advancement  and  executive 
director  of  the  Foundation.  "Jim  and  Larry,  along  with  Liz 
who  is  just  as  strong  of  a  Southern  Miss  ambassador,  have 
supported  Southern  Miss  for  decades.  What  I  appreciate  most 
about  the  Paynes  is  that  they  not  only  continue  to  give  of  their 
financial  resources,  they  give  of  their  time  and  passion  for 
Southern  Miss.  Jim,  Larry  and  Liz  have  all  held  leadership 
positions  and  all  are  in  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  You  can't 
question  their  loyalty  to  the  University!" 

Jim  is  currently  the  president  and  CEO  of  Payne 
Enterprises,  based  in  Jackson.  Larry  and  Liz  reside  in 
Hattiesburg.  They  have  three  sons:  Jimmy  '94,  Keith  '98  and 
Arlys  Silva  '06. 
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BECKY  MONTAGUE  of  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  established 
the  Rebecca  Smart  Montague  Symphony  Scholarship 
Endowment  with  a  gift  commitment  of  $10,000  to 
fund  scholarships  for  students  who  are  members  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Symphony  Orchestra. 

ELLEN  WALKER  of  Bellingham,  Wash.,  established  the 
Ellen  L.  Walker  Graduate  Scholarship  Endowment  with 
a  gift  commitment  of  $10,000  to  fund  scholarships  for 
students  pursuing  a  master's  or  doctorate  who  are  at  least  30 
years  old  with  preference  to  those  who  are  without  children. 

GARLAND  SULLIVAN  of  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  established 
the  C.  Caruthers  Sullivan  Kappa  Sigma  Scholarship 
Endowment  in  honor  of  his  late  father  with  a  gift  of 
$10,000  to  fund  scholarships  for  students  who  are 
members  of  the  Epsilon  Nu  Chapter  of  Kappa  Sigma 
Fraternity  who  demonstrate  leadership  qualities  and 
scholastic  achievement. 


HAROLD  CRAWFORD  of  Collins,  Miss.,  established 
the  Sam  B.  Crawford  Scholarship  Endowment  in  honor 
of  his  late  father  to  fund  scholarships  for  students  from 
Covington  County,  Miss. 

HYLER  BRACEY  and  CASS  FLAGG  of  Taylorsville,  Ga., 
established  the  Bracey/Flagg  College  of  Business  Merit 
Scholarship  with  a  gift  of  $55,000  to  fund  scholarships  for 
students  enrolled  in  the  College  of  Business. 

KRIS  POWELL  of  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  established  the  Sigma 
Phi  Epsilon  "Balanced  Man"  Scholarship  Endowment  with 
a  gift  of  $10,000  to  fund  scholarships  for  students  who  are 
members  of  the  Mississippi  Gamma  Chapter  of  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon  Fraternity  who  demonstrate  leadership  skills  and 
have  a  commitment  to  health  and  well  being. 

PEYTON  and  MICHELE  MYERS  of  Hattiesburg,  Miss., 
established  the  Peyton  and  Michelle  Myers  Veterans 
Scholarship  Endowment  to  fund  scholarships  for  students 
who  are  U.S.  Veterans. 
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Asbury  Foundation  Remains  Committed 
to  Supporting  Scholarships  at  Southern  Miss 


Since  1999,  the  Asbury  Foundation  of  Hattiesburg,  Inc. 
has  given  more  than  $2.6  million  to  programs  and  scholarship 
endowments  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  The 
overwhelming  generosity  of  the  organization  has  helped 
Southern  Miss  continue  to  thrive  in  its  support  of  students  and 
the  community. 

Established  in  1984,  the  Asbury  Foundation  is  a  private 
grant-making  organization  that  strengthens  education  and 
health  in  the  Pine  Belt  and  throughout  Mississippi.  When 
Bill  Ray,  the  Asbury  Foundation's  president  and  CEO,  moved 
to  Hattiesburg  in  1977  to  head  Wesley  Health  System,  he 
worked  toward  the  goal 
of  moving  the  hospital 
across  town.  When  the 
hospital  was  sold  in 
1997,  $35  million  was 
invested  in  the  Asbury 
Foundation  as  the 
surviving  not-for-profit 
corporation.  The  funds 
contributed  to  Southern 
Miss  are  generated  from 
the  earnings  on  the 
invested  assets  that  are 
the  product  of  the  sale  of 
Wesley  Health  System. 

"The  Asbury 
Foundation  chose 
to  give  back  to  the 
counties  in  Mississippi 
that  supported  us  as  a 
hospital,"  said  Ray.  "As  the  product  of  a  healthcare  entity,  we 
are  partial  to  supporting  healthcare  initiatives  because  we 
know  there  will  always  be  a  need  for  medical  personnel." 

Over  the  past  11  years,  the  Asbury  Foundation  has 
impacted  Southern  Miss  by  providing  more  than  $1.1 
million  in  gifts  for  scholarships,  as  well  as  support  for  the 
DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders  and  building  projects 
on  campus.  Since  its  establishment  in  2002,  the  Asbury 
Scholarship  Endowment  has  awarded  69  scholarships  to 
students  at  Southern  Miss. 

"The  Asbury  Foundation  is  a  significant  partner  in  the 
success  of  the  University,"  said  Dr.  Martha  Saunders,  University 
president.  "The  private  funds  provided  by  the  Asbury  Board 
have  supported  important  programs  at  Southern  Miss  and 
we  are  sincerely  grateful  for  Asbury  s  involvement  with  the 
University." 


The  Asbury  Foundation  Board  of  Directors.  Seated:  Doris  Miller,  Bill  Ray,  Tom  Shows,  Glenn 
Galey.  Standing:  Keith  Hagenson,  Raymond  Dearman,  Harry  McArthur,  George  Komp  III.  Not 
pictured:  Carey  Revels. 


The  Asbury  Foundation's  support  of  the  DuBard  School 
has  been  extensive,  including  $350,000  in  funding  for  the 
program's  building  expansion  in  1999  and  an  additional 
$500,000  in  2006  to  subsidize  classroom  and  staff  needs. 

"The  great  generosity  of  the  Asbury  Foundation  helps  us 
change  lives  daily,"  said  Dr.  Maureen  Martin,  director  of  the 
DuBard  School.  "Their  support  helped  to  make  our  state-of- 
the-art  facility  possible,  allowing  us  to  provide  specialized 
therapy  that  unlocked  the  doors  to  communication  and 
academic  success  for  many  children.  I  truly  don't  know 
how  we  can  ever  thank  the  Asbury  Foundation  enough  for 

their  compassionate 
generosity." 

In  2000,  the  Asbury 
Foundation  provided 
funding  for  the 
Institute  for  Learning 
in  Retirement,  now 
the  Osher  Lifelong 
Learning  Institute, 
to  help  meet  the 
needs  of  the  growing 
organization.  The 
Asbury  Annex  was 
added  to  the  existing 
facility,  allowing  the 
Institute  to  expand  its 
classroom  space  and 
increase  membership 
from  its  original  94 
charter  members  in 
1991  to  more  than  500  active  members  in  2008. 

"If  it  had  not  been  for  the  significant  gift  from  the  Asbury 
Foundation,  we  would  not  have  been  able  to  go  forward  with 
our  goals,"  said  Sue  Pace,  former  director  of  the  Osher  Lifelong 
Learning  Institute  at  Southern  Miss.  "Their  gift  was  the 
impetus  for  others  to  come  forward  and  give." 

"Every  university  needs  friends  like  those  Southern 
Miss  has  in  Bill  Ray  and  the  Asbury  Foundation's  Board  of 
Directors,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  vice  president  for  advancement  and 
executive  director  of  the  USM  Foundation.  "The  Foundation's 
gifts  to  Southern  Miss  and  local  community  improvement 
efforts  are  strong  evidence  that  the  Asbury  Foundation  cares 
about  the  Pine  Belt  and  wants  to  see  it  prosper.  Mr.  Ray  is  as 
woven  into  the  fabric  of  Hattiesburg  as  any  business  leader 
I  know,  and  Southern  Miss  is  blessed  to  have  him  and  the 
Asbury  Foundation  in  our  community  and  state." 
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Tradition.  Success.  Possibility. 


The  celebration  of  the  University's 

J 

Centennial  may  be  over,  but  the 
opportunity  to  impact  the  Lcb.o*u  of 
Southern  Miss  continues. 


A  contribution  to  the  Centennial  Scholarship 
Campaign  will  demonstrate  your  commitment 
to  our  students  for  the  next  100  years. 
Don't  miss  the  opportunity  to  impact  the 
future  of  Southern  Miss.  To  make  a  gift  to 
the  Centennial  Scholarship  Campaign,  which 
concludes  on  Founders' Day,  March  30,  2011, 
call  the  USM  Foundation  at  601.266.5210  or 
visit  www.usmfoundation.com/ 1 00. 


YEARS 


SOUTHERN  MISS 
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Bringing  The  World  To  Mississippi 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA 

1919-2010 


A  beautiful  coffee-table-style  book  chronicling  the  history  of  the 

states  oldest  symphony  orchestra 

ALL  PROCEEDS  SUPPORT  ORCHESTRA  SCHOLARSHIPS 


Author  Rebecca  Smart  Montague  •  Graphic  Artist  Whitney  Miller  Coll 
Cover  detail  from  "Two  in  the  Afternoon"  by  Amy  Guist 

ORDER  YOUR  COPY  TODAY  FOR  ONLY  $29.95 

Call  Barnes  &  Noble  at  601 .266.4386 
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USM  Foundation  Welcomes  Six  New  Employees 


The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation  welcomed  six 
new  staff  members  in  January.  Katye 
Ainsworth,  Jessica  Cloud,  Markus  Jones 
and  Brian  Morrison  join  the  Foundation 
staff  as  development  officers.  Meg 
Jones  and  Leslee  Smith  join  the  staff 
as  coordinator  for  donor  relations  and 
special  events  and  manager  of  financial 
services,  respectively. 

Ainsworth  brings  nine  years  of  sales 
and  development  experience  to  the 
Foundation.  She  has  held  the  positions 
of  territory  sales  manager  for  Mission 
Pharmacal  with  IriVentiv  Health  Inc., 
development  officer  for  Magic  Moments 
with  Children's  Hospital  of  Alabama 
and  major  gifts  officer  for  the  School 
of  Dentistry  and  alumni  and  external 
relations  officer  for  the  School  of  Business, 
both  at  the  University  of  Alabama  at 
Birmingham.  Ainsworth  received  her 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  human  sciences 
from  Mississippi  State  University. 

Cloud's  career  in  development  began 
in  2000  as  the  student  supervisor  of  the 
USM  Foundation  Annual  Fund  Call  Center. 
Her  most  recent  experience  comes  from 
five  years  spent  working  for  RuffaloCODY 
in  Columbia,  SC.  Holding  the  positions  of 
project  manager  and  center  manager,  Cloud 
managed  the  set-up  and  data  maintenance 
of  on-site  annual  fund  calling  programs. 
Cloud  graduated  summa  cum  laude  from 
Southern  Miss,  earning  her  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  in  2003. 

Markus  Jones,  a  2005  Southern  Miss 
graduate,  brings  nonprofit  fundraising 
experience  from  United  Way  of  South 
Mississippi,  where  he  held  the  positions 
of  director  of  resource  development  and 
special  projects  coordinator.  During 
his  tenure  with  United  Way,  Jones 
was  responsible  for  developing  and 
implementing  an  annual  campaign 
strategy,  recruiting  and  supervising 
campaign  volunteers  and  managing 
special  events  and  media  relations. 
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From  left:  Katye  Ainsworth,  Brian  Morrison,  Meg  Jones, 

Morrison  joins  the  Foundation  after 
a  three-year  stint  with  the  Department 
of  Athletics  at  Southern  Miss.  As 
the  coordinator  of  athletic  sales  and 
marketing,  Morrison  was  responsible 
for  creating  new  benefits  for  annual 
Athletic  Foundation  donors,  soliciting 
new  season  and  individual  ticket  sales 
and  maintaining  contact  with  Eagle 
Club  members.  Morrison  earned  his 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  Ohio 
University  and  Master  of  Science  in 
sports  management  from  Southern  Miss. 

In  the  new  initiative -based 
fundraising  structure,  Ainsworth,  Jones 
and  Morrison  will  work  as  a  team  to 
generate  private,  charitable  funding 
for  the  top  priorities  identified  by  the 
University's  Executive  Cabinet.  Cloud's 
role  will  be  focused  on  components  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Annual  Fund  campaign. 

Meg  Jones  gained  event-planning 
experience  as  the  owner  of  Elegant 
Occasions  in  Starkville,  Miss.,  where 
she  oversaw  large-venue  events,  assisted 
clients  with  budget  preparation  and 
booked  suitable  vendors  for  a  variety 
of  clients.  Jones  earned  her  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  communication  from 
Mississippi  State  University. 


Jessica  Cloud,  Markus  Jones,  Leslee  Smith. 

"We  are  excited  about  the  new  path 
of  Development  at  the  USM  Foundation," 
said  Mike  Bonnette,  associate  director  for 
development.  "A  regionalized  approach  to 
development  will  give  us  the  opportunity 
to  steward  current  donors  and  seek  out 
new  alumni  and  friends  who  have  not 
been  previously  engaged.  These  new- 
additions  to  our  team  bring  enthusiasm 
and  are  all  committed  to  the  success  and 
support  of  Southern  Miss." 

Smith  joins  the  Foundation  after 
an  eight-year  accountant  position  with 
McArthur,  Thames,  Slay  and  Dews. 
PLLC  in  Hattiesburg.  In  her  role  as 
manager  of  financial  services.  Smith 
will  be  responsible  for  coordinating 
gift  and  pledge  processing,  preparing 
monthly  budget  reports  and  assisting  in 
the  preparation  of  financial  information 
for  the  annual  external  financial 
statement  audit. 

The  Foundation  also  announces  Josh 
Hernandez  as  the  new  associate  director 
for  advancement  services.  Hernandez 
previously  held  the  voles  of  manager  of 
corporate  and  foundation  relations  and 
assistant  director  ol  annual  giving  at  the 
USM  Foundation. 


Spring  201  1 


29 


(i\  \ 


ffrrnj  the  arts  ) 


Meet  the  New  WUSM  -  FM  88.5 


Out  with  the  old,  in  with  the  new 
WUSM -FM  88.5. 

With  a  new  roots  format,  WUSM  - 
FM  has  created  a  new  live  show,  new 
website  and  new  events.  WUSM-FM 
hopes  to  revitalize  the  spirit  of  non- 
commercial campus  radio.  Now  listeners 
can  enjoy  the  sounds  of  blues,  rock, 
jazz,  dance,  alternative,  funk/soul  music 
and  original  student  programming  from 
anywhere  by  visiting  SouthernMissRadio. 
com  for  the  live  stream. 

"Online  streaming  is  the  perfect 
way  for  alumni  to  stay  abreast  the  latest 
news  and  happenings  on  campus,  not  to 
mention  hear  great  music,"  said  Justin 
Martin,  general  manager. 

Long  time  fixtures  at  station  WUSM 
staff  members  Elliot  Crawford  and  Jeff 
Rassier  left  the  station  in  2010.  Rassier  is 


now  an  instructor  for  the  Entertainment 
Industry  program  in  the  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism. 

"This  station  has  been  a  staple  in 
the  campus  and  Pine  Belt  community 
since  the  late  1960s  and  with  the  help 
of  the  Southern  Miss  community  we  can 
continue  that  tradition." 

The  new  format  allows  students  like 
broadcast  journalism  major  Christopher 
Hunt  who  have  hopes  of  making  it  big 
in  the  business  to  gain  "on  the  air"  radio 
broadcasting  experience.  Hunt  believes 
these  types  of  opportunities  are  essential 
for  students  to  land  jobs  after  graduation. 

"For  me,  being  a  producer,  I  get 
valuable  contacts  and  experience  that  I 
wouldn't  normally  be  getting  if  WUSM 
wasn't  here,"  said  Hunt,  a  New  Hebron, 
Miss,  native.  "Having  a  live  show  adds 


an  extra  element  that  the  station  was 
missing  in  the  past." 

Hunt  produces  Southern  Miss  Today, 
the  station's  only  live  show,  which  airs 
Monday  through  Thursday  at  noon. 
The  show  features  guests  from  the 
Hattiesburg  community  at  large  that 
are  promoting  civic-oriented  events  and 
Southern  Miss  events  as  well. 

Broadcast  journalism  major  and 
Harrisville,  Miss,  native  Courtney 
Carter  believes  this  is  the  first  of  many 
future  live  shows  for  WUSM-FM. 

"Having  the  chance  to  host  this  show 
makes  a  huge  difference  in  my  college 
career,"  said  Carter,  one  of  two  hosts  of 
Southern  Miss  Today.  "I'm  getting  the  vocal 
training  and  multimedia  experience  I 
need  to  expand  my  portfolio.  This  is  just 
what  students  need  to  be  competitive." 


30 


VMM 


(THE  ARTS  JTTTTp 


2011  Art  Series  Brings  Dance,  Cinema  and  Music  to  Gulf  Coast 


Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  residents  will  get  a  taste  of  the  arts  at  Southern 
Miss  all  season  long  as  part  of  the  Spring  2011  Gulf  Coast  Arts  Series. 

From  January  to  May  2011,  there  will  be  ongoing  arts  events 
coming  to  The  Mary  C.  O'Keefe  Cultural  Center  for  the  Arts  and 
Southern  Miss  facilities. 

Sponsored  by  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  Gulf  Coast  campus, 
this  series  will  feature  a  dance  concert  by  the  Southern  Miss  Repertory 
Dance  Company,  films  presented  by  Southern  Cinema  and  concerts 
featuring  the  music  of  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber  and  Alexander 
Russakovsky  to  name  a  few.  These  events  are  offered  at  no  charge  and 
are  open  to  the  public. 

"Many  have  long  considered  the  Mississippi  Coast  a  wonderfully 
inspiring  place  for  the  creation  of  works  of  art  and  literature,"  said  Dr. 
Mark  Wrighton,  associate  dean  of  the  College. 

"Each  Spring,  we  put  on  a  series  of  arts  events  at  the  Coast  so  that 
students  at  USM-GC  and  residents  of  the  Coast  have  opportunities  to  enjoy 
the  talents  of  the  students  and  faculty  in  the  College's  arts  programs." 


SPRING  2011  GULF  COAST  ART  SERIES 


FEBRUARY 


5     Dance  on  the  Coast  presented 
by  the  Repertory  Dance  Company 

7:30  p.m.  |  Lott  Auditorium,  The  Mary  C.  O'Keefe 
Cultural  Center,  Ocean  Springs 

1 1    Millennium  Actress  (2001)  presented  by  Southern  Cinema 

5:30  p.m.  |  Lott  Auditorium,  The  Mary  C.  O'Keefe 
Cultural  Center,  Ocean  Springs 


APRIL 


8      Freakonomics  (2010)  presented  by  Southern  Cinema 

5:30  p.m.  |  USM-GC  Fleming  Education  Center 
Auditorium,  Long  Beach 

8      Finding  Inner  Peace  -  Southern  Miss 
Gulf  Coast  Civic  Chorale  Concert 

7:30  p.m.  |  Our  Lady  of  the  Gulf  Catholic  Church, 
Bay  St.  Louis 


MARCH 


1      Saxophone  and  Piano  Recital 

featuring  Lawrence  Gwozdz  and  Mary  Chung 

7:30  p.m.  |  USM-GC  Fleming  Education  Center 
Auditorium,  Long  Beach 

4      Rec  2  (2010)  presented  by  Southern  Cinema 

5:30  p.m.  |  USM-GC  Fleming  Education  Center 
Auditorium,  Long  Beach 

1 8    Superfly  ( 1 972)  presented  by  The  Mississippi 
Humanities  Council,  Southern  Miss  Gulf 
Coast  and  Southern  Cinema 

5:30  p.m.  |  USM-GC  Fleming  Education  Center 
Auditorium,  Long  Beach 


1 0   Finding  Inner  Peace  -  Southern  Miss 
Gulf  Coast  Civic  Chorale  Concert 
5  p.m.  | Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  New  Orleans 

MAY 

6      Barry  Munday  (2010)  presented  by  Southern  Cinema 

5:30  p.m.  |  USM-GC  Fleming  Education  Center 
Auditorium,  Long  Beach 

1 3    Broadway:  The  Music  of  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber  - 
Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Civic  Chorale 

7:30  p.m.  |  Gulfport  High  School  Auditorium,  Gulfport 

15    Broadway:  The  Music  of  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber  - 
Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Civic  Chorale 

3  p.m.  |  USM-GC  Fleming  Education  Center 
Auditorium,  Long  Beach 


For  more  details  on  the  Spring  201 1  Gulf  Coast  Art  Series,  visit  usm.edu/arts. 
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Three  Music  Alumni  To  Join  Symphony  Orchestra  In  "Triple  Play" 


'Practice  hard  and  think 
big."  Those  were  Tom  Malone's 
words  when  asked  what 
advice  he  would  give  aspiring 
musicians.  Words  that  he  and 
two  other  Southern  Miss  music 
alumni  have  certainly  lived  by. 

On  March  26,  2011, 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Symphony 
Orchestra  will  welcome  three 


Tom  "Bones"  Malone  from  the  David  Letterman  Show  Band;  Steve  Wiest, 
director  of  jazz  studies  at  the  University  of  North  Texas  and  Tom  Brantley, 
associate  professor  of  music  at  the  University  of  South  Florida. 


StarkvUle,  Miss,  native,  was  guest 
conductor  and  working  with  the 
Southern  Miss  Jazz  Ensemble. 

"1  then  started  thinking 
about  a  way  to  honor  the  great 
musicians  of  our  state,"  said 
Brewer.  "Our  slogan,  Mississippi 
birthplace  of  America's  music,  is 
now  at  every  highway  entrance 
into  the  state  and  in  all  the 
welcome  centers."  Currently, 


extraordinary  jazz  trombonists  to  the  stage:  Tom  "Bones"  Malone 
from  the  David  Letterman  Show  Band;  Steve  Wiest,  director  of 
jazz  studies  at  the  University  of  North  Texas  and  Tom  Brantley, 
associate  professor  of  music  at  the  University  of  South  Florida. 

This  occasion  marks  the  first  time  the  musicians  will  appear 
individually  and  collectively  with  a  Symphony  Orchestra.  Tunes 
such  as  My  Girl,  Can't  Turn  You  Loose  and  McArthur  Park  will  be 
heard  throughout  the  Saenger  Theatre  in  downtown  Hattiesburg. 

Raoul  Jerome,  retired  professor  of  trombone/music  theory  (1966- 
2001),  founded  the  Jazz  Studies  program  at  Southern  Miss  in  the  early 
1970s.  All  three  trombonists  studied  under  Jerome  during  his  tenure. 

"This  combination  should  be  dynamite,"  said  Jerome,  who 
commented  that  all  of  the  guys  were  amongst  his  top  music 
students.  Jerome  will  join  in  the  excitement  by  playing  in  the 
rhythms  bass  section  during  the  concert. 

Tom  "Bones"  Malone,  a  native  of  Sumrall,  Miss.,  will  be 
presented  with  the  Mississippi  Musicians  Hall  of  Fame  Award  by 
Southern  Miss  alumnus,  Jim  Brewer,  the  night  of  the  performance. 

The  Mississippi  Musicians  Hall  of  Fame  was  formed  alter  Brewer 
attended  a  concert  in  1995  at  Southern  Miss  where  Dee  Barton,  a 


the  Mississippi  Musicians  Hall  of  Fame  museum  is  located  in  the 
Jackson/Evers  International  Airport  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

Malone's  name  will  be  listed  alongside  B.B.  King,  Muddy 
Waters,  Jimmy  Buffett  and  Elvis  Presley,  to  name  a  few.  Of  course, 
Malone  is  no  stranger  to  being  associated  with  music  legends. 
He  has  performed,  recorded  and  arranged  for  Ray  Charles,  Stevie 
Wonder,  Miles  Davis,  Aretha  Franklin,  Phil  Collins,  Marvin  Gaye,  as 
well  as  hundreds  of  others.  Malone  is  best  known  for  his  work  with 
The  Blues  Brothers,  David  Letterman  Show  and  Saturday  Night  Live. 

The  ties  of  Southern  Miss  run  deep  for  these  musicians. 
Malone's  mother,  brother  and  sister  all  graduated  from  Southern 
Miss.  Steve  Wiest's  brother,  Andrew,  is  a  graduate  of  Southern 
Miss  and  current  Professor  and  Director  of  International  Studies 
in  the  Department  of  History. 

The  Southern  Miss  School  of  Musics  Trombone  Day  will  also 
be  held  the  day  of  the  concert.  Brantley,  Malone  and  Wiest  will 
take  part  in  a  panel  discussion  in  the  Mannoni  Performing  Arts 
Center  at  1:30  p.m. 

The  Triple  Play  concert  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  For  tickets,  call 
the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office  at  601.266.5418. 


Native  American  cultural  performers 
presented  a  collaborative 
performance  art  piece  during  a 
Southern  Miss  University  Forum 
Tuesday,  Feb.  22 . 


University  Forum  Features 

Native  American  Performance  Artists 

Cultural  performers  from  Mississippi,  Massachusetts,  Hawaii,  and  Alaska  came 
together  to  offer  a  unique  opportunity  for  the  public  to  witness  and  learn  about  the 
customs  and  traditions  of  Native  American  and  immigrant  cultures  at  a  University  Forum 
Tuesday,  Feb.  22  at  6:30  p.m. 

During  the  forum,  the  performers  created  a  collaborative  performance  art  piede,  based 
on  the  shared  theme  "Celebrate  —  Song,  Dance  &  Story!"  The  event  highlighted  how 
stories,  music  and  dance  convey  cultural  traditions  and  knowledge  from  one  generation  to 
another  and  across  geographical  borders. 

The  event  was  part  of  the  Education  through  Cultural  and  Historical  Organizations' 
(ECHO)  11th  annual  Performing  Arts  Festival,  hosted  by  the  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw 
Indians  (MBCI).  The  University's  Center  for  American  Indian  Research  and  Studies 
supported  the  Southern  Miss  Honors  College's  presentation  of  this  forum. 
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One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 
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Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  main  entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 
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Congressman 

Steven  Palazzo '94, '96 


By  Jenny  Boudreaux  'C 


Southern  Miss  was  in  my  blood,"  said  Congressman  Steven  Palazzo  when  asked  what  led  him  to  attend 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Palazzo,  who  was  chosen  to  represent  Mississippi's  Fourth 
Congressional  District  on  Tuesday,  November  2,  2010,  received  two  degrees  from  Southern  Miss.  "Black 
and  gold  has  been  in  my  family  for  generations,"  Palazzo  said. 

Palazzo  has  many  fond  memories  of  the  University,  as  a  child,  a  student,  and  as  an  alumnus.  "Our  family 
still  has  a  house  on  32nd  Avenue,  right  off  of  Southern  Miss'  campus,  where  my  grandmother  lived.  1  used  to 
roam  the  campus  when  we  would  visit,"  shared  Palazzo.  "Southern  Miss  provided  me  with  a  foundation  of  the 
educational  and  personal  skills  that  helped  me  be  the  man  that  I  am.  It  also  afforded  me  a  great  opportunity 
as  a  member  of  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity  and  the  Student  Government  Association  to  develop  the  skills  that  I 
needed  to  be  successful  and  to  be  where  1  am  today." 

As  a  student  at  Southern  Miss  preparing  for  life  after  college  through  his  course  work  and  extracurricular 
activities,  Palazzo  met  his  wife  and  best  friend,  Lisa  Belvin  '94.  "Everything  works  out  for  a  purpose.  If 
I  would  have  taken  a  route  to  another  institution  of  higher  learning  I  may  have  never  met  my  wife,"  said 
Palazzo.  "She  is  the  mother  of  my  three  wonderful  children." 

While  helping  a  friend  campaign  for  student  government  president,  Palazzo  met  Lisa  in  front  of  the  Hub. 
"She  was  encouraging  students  to  join  The  Legacy,  the  student  chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association.  We  were 
introduced,  and  it  was  love  at  first  sight...  I  had  to  chase  her  for  several  months  to  prove  to  her  that  I  was  the 
man  of  her  dreams.  Although,  it  wasn't  love  at  first  site  for  her,"  Palazzo  jokingly  shared. 

Today,  Palazzo  and  his  wife  are  reaping  the  benefits  of  working  hard  both  professionally  and  personally 
as  a  team.  "No  doubt,  hands  down,  my  wife  is  my  biggest  supporter,  my  biggest  fan  and  my  greatest  friend. 
My  name  is  on  the  ballot  but  her  name  should  be  right  there  next  to  mine.  We  do  these  things  together," 
expressed  Palazzo.  "She's  been  a  tremendous  asset  in  raising  our  three  children,  helping  me  campaign  non- 
stop and  running  our  CPA  firm,  Palazzo  &  Co.  That's  a  lot  of  hats  to  wear,  but  she's  phenomenal." 

Palazzo  gives  Southern  Miss  credit  for  preparing  him  on  multiple  levels  for  his  career  after  college.  "Southern 
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Miss  prepared  me  for  dual  careers.  I  think  they  have  the  best 
accountancy  program  in  the  nation.  I  was  able  to  study  under 
some  great  professors,  and  it  gave  me  the  background  I  needed 
to  succeed  in  business.  That  educational  experience  prepared 
me  to  pass  the  CPA  exam  on  the  first  try,"  explained  Palazzo. 
"I  was  able  to  use  my  accounting  degree  in  several  different 
businesses  which  took  me  to  Houston,  Texas,  and  as  far  away 
as  Hungary  and  Uzbekistan.  It  also  created  the  groundwork 
for  me  to  come  back  home  and  start  my  own  CPA  firm,  which 
in  my  eyes,  is  quite  successful.  We  have  more  than  2,000 
clients  in  more  than  20  foreign  countries." 

It  was  also  at  Southern  Miss  where  Palazzo  had  his  first 
foray  into  public  service.  He  successfully  ran  for  student 


body  senator  and  served  as  student  government  vice 
president  the  following  year.  It  was  his  first  opportunity  to 
serve  and  represent  those  who  elected  him  to  public  office. 

Post-college,  Palazzo  began  working  for  Mc Arthur, 
Thames,  Slay  &  Dews,  a  CPA  firm  in  Hattiesburg  but  soon 
decided  to  pursue  a  commission  in  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps  and  resigned  from  the  firm.  At  the  same  time  he 
began  working  offshore,  two  weeks  on,  two  weeks  off,  while 
preparing  for  the  military.  It  was  then  that  Palazzo  was  offered 
a  unique  job  opportunity.  "I  received  notice  that  I  would  be 
eligible  for  the  Marine  Corps  fall  or  winter  commissioning 
program,  but  at  the  same  time  the  company  I  was  working  for 
offshore  requested  that  I  come  work  for  them  in  the  Houston 
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Southern  Miss  alumni,  family  and  friends  hosted  a  reception  honoring  newly 
elected  Congressmen  Steven  Palazzo.  Posing  above  with  an  eagle  statue  given 
to  the  Congressman  from  the  Association  are,  from  left,  Randy  Pope,  Alumni 
Association  president;  Congressman  Steven  Palazzo;  Bob  Pierce,  vice  president 
for  University  Advancement  and  executive  director  of  the  USM  Foundation;  and 
Jerry  DeFatta,  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association. 


office,"  explained  Palazzo.  "My  wife  and  I  weighed  our  choices 
and  chose  to  pursue  the  job  offer  in  Houston.  I  was  with  that 
company  for  about  a  year  and  a  half  and  then  went  to  work  for 
another  company  in  Houston  that  had  opportunities  for  me  to 
work  in  Hungary  and  other  foreign  countries." 

Married  with  no  children,  Palazzo  and  his  wife  packed 
up  and  moved  to  Hungary,  where  he  worked  as  a  defense 
contractor  and  direct  supporter  of  the  United  States  military. 
When  they  became  pregnant  with  their  first  child,  the  Palazzo's 
moved  back  home  and  settled  down  in  south  Mississippi. 

Soon  thereafter,  9/11  occurred  and  the  war  on  terror  began. 
Palazzo  had  an  opportunity  to  go  work  for  his  former  employer 
again  in  Uzbekistan  as  they  began  military  operations  in 
Afghanistan.  "1  did  that  for  about  a  year  and  came  home.  1 
couldn't  stand  being  away  from  my  family  and  friends  in  South 
Mississippi,"  Palazzo  shared.  "I  came  home  and  started  our 
CPA  practice  basically  in  one  of  our  spare  bedrooms,  but  as  the 
family  grew  and  the  practice  grew,  the  company  was  moved  to 
the  office  where  it  is  now." 

In  2006,  Palazzo  was  elected  to  serve  in  the  Mississippi 
House  of  Representatives  from  District  1 16.  After  serving  in  that 
position  for  four  years  he  decided  to  run  for  U.S.  Congress.  "The 
number  one  reason  I  ran  for  this  position  is  for  my  family's  future 
and  other  South  Mississippi  families.  1  did  this  for  our  children," 
expressed  Palazzo.  "It  comes  back  to  the  simple  question;  Is 
my  quality  of  life  better  than  that  of  my  parents'?  I  say,  'yes,'  but 
when  I  ask  myself  the  same  question— Do  I  think  my  children 
are  going  to  have  the  same  opportunities  to  pursue  the  American 
dream  that  I've  had?— I  have  to  say,  'no.'  That  fear  led  me  to  run  for 
Congress  so  I  can  make  a  difference  in  my  family's  future  and  the 
future  of  other  families  in  South  Mississippi." 

Throughout  the  years,  Palazzo  has  admired  many  public 
figures  that  have  served  on  the  state  and  national  level. 
Palazzo  appreciated  Ronald  Regan's  economic  plan  and  focus 
on  freedom  in  America,  Trent  Lott  for  his  steadfast  support 
of  South  Mississippi  and  being  that  Palazzo  is  serving  on 
the  Armed  Services  Committee,  Sonny  Montgomery  for  the 
support  and  the  passion  that  he  had  for  veterans  and  active 
duty  military  men  and  women. 

As  for  the  future,  Palazzo  is  dedicated  to  the  reasons  why  he 
ran  for  office  and  recognizes  the  amount  of  commitment  and 
work  that  is  in  store  for  him  as  he  moves  to  the  next  chapter  in 
his  life.  "The  112th  Congress  has  a  lot  of  work  to  do  to  restore 
the  faith  and  confidence  that  has  been  lost  over  the  years  by 
the  American  people.  To  do  that,  we  have  to  focus  on  things 
that  make  us  stronger,  and  that  is  being  a  smaller  federal 
government  as  well  as  being  accountable  to  the  American 
people,"  shared  Palazzo.  "My  vision  is  to  return  to  a  God- 
centered,  limited  government  and  the  values  our  nation  was 
founded  upon.  It  worked  well  for  more  than  234  vears.  and 
it  will  work  well  now  it  we  just  get  back  to  the  basics  of  God, 
family  and  country.  Furthermore,  my  goal  is  to  continue  to 
be  a  good  father,  a  good  husband  and  focus  on  being  the  best 
Congressman  South  Mississippi  has  ever  had."  5 
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|\  I  atalie  Allen,  a  1984  graduate  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  has  always  had 
'  \  I  a  deep  desire  to  work  with  the  poor  and  less  fortunate.  Her  passion  for  philanthropy 

*'  led  her  to  begin  her  college  career  majoring  in  social  work.  While  at  Southern  Miss, 
Allen  became  interested  in  journalism  and  upon  graduation  moved  back  to  her  hometown 
of  Memphis,  Tenn.  to  work  as  a  reporter  where  she  strived  to  focus  a  great  number  of  her 
stories  on  the  grass  roots  efforts  of  individuals  helping  the  needy. 

After  more  than  25  years  in  the  journalism  industry,  Allen  is  still  able  to  cover 
stories  that  mean  a  great  deal  to  her.  Throughout  the  years  she  has  worked  her  way  up 
a  soaring  ladder  of  success  and  is  currently  a  news  anchor  at  CNN  International. 

Allen's  journalism  career  and  her  philanthropic  passion  ultimately  led  her  to  Roadmonkey, 
a  tour  company  that  has  branded  the  term  "adventure  philanthropy",  created  by  former  New 
York  Times  writer  Paul  von  Zielbauer.  "The  idea  for  Roadmonkey  came  from  my  travels  after 
college  back  in  1988  when  I  took  a  backpack  trip  through  Eastern  Europe  down  into  Morocco. 
In  the  two  months  I  traveled  I  felt  my  senses  were  on  fire,"  said  von  Zielbauer. 

It  was  then  that  von  Zielbauer  chose  journalism,  a  profession  that  allowed  him  to 
see  the  world  and  tell  stories  of  his  travels.  "1  was  at  the  New  York  Times  for  11  years," 
von  Zielbauer  explained.  "When  that  started  not  being  as  fulfilling  to  me  as  it  used 
to  be,  this  idea  for  Roadmonkey  came  into  my  head,"  recalled  von  Zielbauer.  "These 
expeditions  are  not  just  vacations.  The  people  that  are  interested  in  Roadmonkey 
are  people  who  want  to  put  themselves  out  there  in  the  world  a  little  bit  and  give 
something  of  themselves  to  people  who  need  a  helping  hand." 

In  November  of  2010,  Allen  completed  a  two-week  Roadmonkey  expedition 
in  Vietnam,  a  trip  that  she  had  been  working  toward  for  several  years.  "The  thing 
about  adventure  philanthropy  is  that  you  don't  just  go  through  the  country,"  Allen 
explained.  "You  do  something  for  the  country." 

Allen,  along  with  von  Zielbauer  and  other  expedition  participants,  spent  the  first 
several  days  in  Vietnam  biking  a  total  of  350  miles  through  the  highlands,  more  often 
than  not,  off  the  beaten  path.  During  the  first  leg  of  the  expedition  they  only  saw  one 
other  group  of  westerners  and  were  able  to  experience  the  people  of  Vietnam  and 
their  breath-taking  countryside  in  its  authenticity. 


After  the  bike  trip,  the  group  traveled  to  the  Mekong  Delta  in  the 
southern  tip  of  Vietnam  directly  across  the  border  from  Cambodia. 
It  was  then  that  Roadmonkey  partnered  with  Catalyst,  a  nonprofit 
corporation  and  spent  four  days  building  a  playground  for  the  very 
disenfranchised  and  extremely  poor  children  of  the  Mekong  Delta. 
"The  Vietnam  trip  this  past  November  was  the  most  gratifying 
expedition  so  far,"  said  von  Zielbauer.  "They  worked  their  hearts 
out  and  the  payoff  was  seeing  those  kids  climb  on  that  playground 
equipment  for  the  first  time.  It  was  pretty  emotional." 

Allen  found  the  building  of  the  playground  to  be  meaningful 
as  well.  "One  of  the  reasons  why  it  was  so  rewarding  is  because 
most  of  the  children  that  are  in  this  area  live  on  a  dump.  Their 
job  is  to  go  through  the  trash  at  the  dump  and  pick  out  the 
plastic.  They  get  just  a  few  cents  a  day  from  what  they  pull  out 
of  the  trash.  The  kids  live  in  little  shacks  that  their  parents  built 
from  things  from  the  dump,"  Allen  shared.  "Now  they  have  this 
beautiful  wooden  playground  that  we  spent  several  days  building 
in  the  heat  of  the  delta  to  play  on.  Just  hearing  their  screams 
of  delight  as  the  children  were  playing  on  the  playground,  it's 
imprinted  on  my  heart  forever." 

Allen,  along  with  the  seven  other  participants,  was  asked 
to  raise  $1,000  each  for  the  playground  building  efforts.  Allen 
was  able  to  raise  money  with  the  help  of  social  media.  "Using 
social  media  made  it  pretty  easy.  People  were  very  generous. 
My  friends  were  very  generous  in  helping  out,"  said  Allen. 


Paul  von  Zielbauer  and  Natalie  Allen,  both  pictured  on 
the  front  row,  pose  in  front  of  the  finished  playground  with 
the  children  of  the  Mekong  Delta  and  the  other  expedition 
participants.  Photo  courtesy  of  Catalyst  Foundation. 
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While  in  Vietnam,  Allen  shot  footage  of  the  expedition  on 
her  personal  camera.  "I'm  just  extremely  grateful  that  I  got  to 
go  there,"  said  Allen.  "I  was  able  to  not  only  have  this  amazing 
experience,  but  also  to  shoot  it  with  my  own  camera  and  have 
two  or  three  stories  that  will  air  on  CNN  International."  Now 
the  people  that  generously  supported  the  groups'  fundraising 
efforts  to  build  the  playground  will  be  able  to  see  the  difference 
they  made.  "It  was  really  neat  for  me  since  I'm  going  to  be  able 
to  do  this  story  now  on  CNN  International  and  send  the  story 
to  all  my  friends  who  gave  money.  They'll  be  able  to  see  what 
they  helped  to  build  in  one  of  the  poorest  regions  in  the  world." 

As  for  future  travels  and  story  coverage  on  topics  that 
are  similar  to  her  Roadmonkey  experience,  Allen  plans  on 
utilizing  her  career  at  CNN  International  to  find  stories  that 
are  important  to  her,  stories  that  have  not  been  told.  "There's 
actually  a  story  in  Africa  that  I'd  like  to  do,  and  there's  also 
one  in  Guatemala.  They're  about  really  interesting  things  that 
people  are  doing  to  help  local  people  preserve  their  ways  of 
life,"  explained  Allen.  "I  mainly  am  an  anchor  at  CNN,  so  if  I 
can  get  out  and  get  to  do  stories  and  travel,  it  just  makes  the 
job  all  the  more  fun  for  me.  It  is  personally  rewarding." 

For  more  information  on  Roadmonkey,  please  visit 
Roadmonkey.net.  i^s 
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SOUTHERN  MISS 

CENTENNIAL 
COMMENCEMENT 

GRADS 


Creative       Bold       Determined 


By  David  Tisdale 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  Centennial  year  graduates  are  certainly  living  up 
to  their  alma  mater's  mantra  by  being  creative,  bold  and  determined. 
Gaye  Winter,  a  native  of  Biloxi,  Miss.,  and  a  language  arts  instructor  at  Gulf  Coast 
Community  College,  marched  across  the  stage  to  receive  her  doctorate  in  higher  education 
administration  at  the  University's  spring  Centennial  Commencement,  held  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium. 

"My  education  at  Southern  Miss  was  so  empowering,"  Winter  said.  "There's  a  real  family 
atmosphere  at  the  University,  a  great  example  of  Southern  hospitality.  And  the  professors  in 
my  department  were  always  encouraging  and  mentored  me  through  the  process  of  working 
on  my  doctorate." 

Winter  said  the  highlight  of  her  time  at  Southern  Miss  was  being  chosen  to  represent 
the  University  at  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools'  (SACS)  Conference  in 
San  Antonio  two  years  ago,  where  she  presented  her  work  on  a  redesign  of  the  Department 
of  English's  technical  writing  course,  a  curriculum  assessment  project  that  measured  the 
effectiveness  of  online  delivery  versus  hybrid  delivery. 

While  working  on  her  doctorate,  Winter  worked  as  an  adjunct  instructor  in  the  Department  of 
English  and  also  wrote  a  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  grant  for  the  redesign  project  that 
resulted  in  a  $50,000  award  to  fund  the  project.  Winter's  goal  was  to  find  ways  to  make  technical 
writing  more  effective  for  every  type  of  learner,  as  well  as  making  it  more  accessible  by  incorporating 
online  class  sessions.  "We  created  something  better  for  students  to  enhance  their  learning,"  she  said. 

For  her  efforts,  she  received  a  travel  grant  to  attend  the  conference,  one  of  just  nine  graduate 
students  in  the  11-state  region  that  makes  up  SACS  to  receive  the  grant  and  the  only  one  from 
Mississippi.  She  submitted  a  detailed  portfolio  of  assessment  to  compete  for  the  award,  and  also 
did  her  dissertation  on  the  project. 

"Gaye  is  a  remarkably  bright,  driven  and  insightful  woman.  This  degree  is  just  the 
beginning  of  a  very  eventful  career  for  my  new  colleague,"  said  Southern  Miss  associate 
professor  Dr.  Wanda  Maulding,  one  of  Winter's  faculty  mentors. 

Winter  said  she  would  like  to  move  into  administration  focusing  on  instruction  or  curriculum 
and  use  the  education  she  received  at  Southern  Miss  and  her  experience  to  "advance  those 
principles  and  standards  in  higher  education  for  the  development  of  both  students  and  faculty." 

And  to  do  that,  Winter  believes  having  a  passion  for  your  work  is  necessary,  a  passion 
inspired  by  her  teachers  going  back  to  elementary  school.  "Being  an  educator  means  loving 
what  you  do  and  helping  your  students  succeed,  and  working  well  with  your  colleagues  to  be 
part  of  a  team.  Those  are  the  things  that  draw  me  to  the  field  of  education." 


Winter  received  her  doctorate  in  higher 
education  administration  at  the  University's 
spring  Centennial  Commencement. 
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JAMISON  MARCHES  TO  THE  BEAT  OF  PATRIOTISM 

Scott  Jamison,  a  graduate  of  Oak  Grove  High  School  in  Hattiesburg,  graduated 
from  Southern  Miss  in  May  with  a  degree  in  music  education.  An  accomplished 
student,  he  earned  academic,  leadership  and  music  scholarships  while  attending 
Southern  Miss,  including  the  School  of  Music's  prestigious  Presser  Scholarship  for  the 
2006-07  academic  year. 

He  is  on  active  duty  as  a  staff  sergeant  with  the  U.S.  Army  and  is  a  member  of  its 
prestigious  Old  Guard  Fife  and  Drum  Corps,  for  which  he  plays  the  snare  drum.  The 
Old  Guard  Fife  and  Drum  Corps  is  the  only  unit  of  its  kind  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces 
and  is  part  of  the  Third  U.S.  Infantry  Regiment  stationed  at  Fort  Myer,  Va. 

The  musicians  of  the  unit  pay  tribute  to  the  sacrifices  of  American  soldiers  and 
citizens  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  performing  in  uniforms  patterned  after 
those  worn  by  musicians  serving  in  Gen.  George  Washington's  Continental  Army. 
As  a  member  of  the  unit,  Jamison  has  performed  for  audiences  across  the  country, 
including  at  major  sporting  events  and  at  the  White  House  for  former  Pres.  George  W. 
Bush,  as  well  as  in  the  inaugural  parade  for  Pres.  Obama. 

"My  mom  started  me  early  with  music  in  the  church  choir,"  Jamison  said  of  his 
early  musical  influences.  'After  that,  I  joined  the  band  program  at  Oak  Grove,  and 
of  course,  carried  it  on  through  Southern  Miss  and  with  the  corps.  So  I've  been 
influenced  by  some  great  musicians  and  educators  through  all  those  organizations." 

Jamison  said  he  holds  dear  the  memories  from  his  days  as  a  student  at  Southern 
Miss,  including  the  mentoring  of  faculty  and  the  experiences  as  a  member  of  various 
musical  performance  groups  through  the  School  of  Music. 

"If  I  could  pass  along  one  bit  of  advice  to  other  students,  it  would  be  that  there  are 
people  out  there  that  are  working  just  as  hard  as  you,  if  not  harder,  so  you  need  to 
use  that  as  motivation  to  practice,  study  or  work  because  you  won't  get  as  far  as  your 
potential  could  take  you  if  you  don't.  Dr.  (John)  Wooton  (music  professor)  was  always 
telling  us  that  in  percussion  studio,"  he  said. 

"And  I'll  never  forget  the  first  time  I  performed  at  The  Rock  (M.M.  Roberts  Stadium) 
in  the  Southern  Miss  Drum  Line.  I  had  always  gone  to  games  and  thought  that  would 
be  the  coolest  thing  to  be  a  part  of  so  it  was  a  dream  come  true  to  be  out  on  that  field 
playing  with  the  drum  line  that  I  had  always  heard  so  much  about  and  admired." 

FUTURE  EDUCATORS  INSPIRED  BY  SPECIAL  LEGACIES 

Two  graduates  of  the  University's  double-major  program  in  elementary  education 
and  special  education,  Amanda  Pennypacker  of  Pearl,  Miss.,  and  Becky  Waldrup 
of  Laurel,  Miss.,  fulfilled  their  dreams  of  becoming  educators  when  they  graduated 
during  December's  Centennial  Commencement  ceremonies. 

Pennypacker  said  she's  always  wanted  to  be  a  teacher  and  help  developmentally 
disabled  students  reach  their  full  potential,  citing  her  grandmother  for  inspiration. 
"She  worked  in  special  education  with  older  adult  clients  in  nursing  home  facilities  so 
being  around  her  is  what  led  me  to  do  this  field  of  study,"  she  said. 

"With  my  education,  I  feel  like  now  I  can  make  a  bigger  difference  and  help  carry 
on  my  grandmother's  legacy." 

Waldrup  found  a  role  model  for  her  career  early  on  in  her  third  grade  teacher,  who 
she  spoke  with  the  day  before  her  graduation.  "She  really  empowered  me  to  be  my 
best  and  was  very  excited  knowing  she  had  made  that  kind  of  impact  on  one  of  her 
former  students,"  Waldrup  said. 

As  the  parent  of  a  child  with  a  learning  disability,  Waldrup  believes  she'll  bring 
a  perspective  to  the  job  that  will  help  her  relate  to  the  parents  of  her  students. 
Regardless  of  the  challenges  their  disabilities  present,  Waldrup  is  determined  to  help 
her  students  persevere. 

"1  want  these  children  to  know  they  can  go  out  into  the  world  and  still  be 
successful,"  Waldrup  said.  H 


Scott  Jamison,  center,  graduated  from  Southern 
Miss  in  May  with  a  degree  in  music  education. 


Amanda  Pennypacker,  a  graduate  of  the 
University's  double-major  program  in  elementary 
education  and  special  education.  Pennypacker 
graduated  during  December's  Centennial 
Commencement  ceremonies. 
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GOING  GREEN: 

HATTIESBURG'S  FIRST  GREEN  HOME  FOR  PURCHASE 


/:  David  Tisdal 


he  grass  is  always  greener  on  the  other  side  of  the 
fence,  so  the  saying  goes. 

A  "greener"  home  may  also  be  on  the  other 
side  of  that  fence,  thanks  to  three  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  alumni  who  are  changing  the 
way  people  think  about  "green"  homes  by  producing 
an  aesthetically  pleasing  product  that  includes  smart 
energy  use  infrastructure  in  its  construction. 

David  Thompson  75  a  Certified  Green  Professional 
with  AAA  Homes  of  MS  LLC,  recently  joined  forces 
with  Timberton  subdivision  developer  and  PGA  Golf 
Pro  Ron  Hickman  '82  and  home  designer  Jonathan 
Boone  '03  of  House  Plan  Zone  to  build  the  first 
Certified  Green  Home  in  Hattiesburg  for  purchase, 
located  in  Timberton's  LakeView  development.  It 
meets  National  Association  of  Homebuilders  (NAHB) 
Green  Certification  through  its  National  Green 
Building  Program. 

Many  individuals  in  the  market  for  a  new  home  are 
uncertain  what  "green"  home  construction  means  and 
offers.  Often  they  think  such  a  structure  will  look  odd 
or  ultra-modern,  not  resembling  standard  architectural 
lines.  But  the  Showcase  Home  at  LakeView  has  turned 
skeptics  into  believers.  The  Certified  Green  Home  is 
built  in  French  Country  style  with  four  bedrooms, 
three  and  one  half  baths,  living  and  keeping  rooms,  a 
study  and  bonus  room  among  many  other  amenities. 

It  sits  on  a  beautiful  lot  with  a  large  outdoor  rear 
porch  and  a  gas  fire  pit,  all  overlooking  a  small  lake  on 
Number  10  of  the  renowned  Timberton  Golf  Course. 

"People  who  come  to  take  a  tour  anticipate  it  will 
look  different  because  it's  a  green  home,"  Thompson 
said.  "But  the  things  that  make  it  green  are  nearly 
invisible  to  the  eye." 

Five  required  key  criteria  are  measured  by  a  third 
party  Home  Energy  Rating  Specialist  (HERS)  that 
has  been  approved  by  NAHB  before  a  home  can  be 


Certified  Green  Criteria  used  for 

the  Showcase  Home  at  LakeView 

include  the  following: 


Dual-flush  commodes  save  water 
with  .08  gallons  for  light  flush 
and  1.6  gallons  for  heavy  needs 
Low-flow  faucets  and  shower 
heads  designed  to  reduce  water 
consumption 


Drip  Irrigation  System  in  flower 
beds  to  reduce  evaporation  from 
spray  heads 

Water  filter  in  kitchen  to  remove 
chemicals  and  impurities 


Employs  14.5  SEER  High  efficiency  Heating/AC  system 

Duct  System  installed  with  special  care  to  reduce  air 

leaks  and  score  on  important  duct  blaster  test 

Sprayed  NuWool  cellulose  insulation  with  R-17  walls  and 

R-38  in  attic  made  from  recycled  papers 

Tankless  on-demand  water  heaters  to  cut  energy  waste 

from  thermostat  water  heaters 

Low  E  Vinyl  windows  to  reduce  heat  gain  and  protect 

rugs,  furniture  and  drapes  from  sun  rays 


Porch  or  awning  protecting  all  exterior  doors 

Tech  Shield  Roof  decking  made  from  recycled  wood 

chips  that  deflects  97%  of  heat  radiation 

Energy  Star  Appliances  -  Energy  Star  Vent  Hood  -  Energy 

Star  Ceiling  fans 

Low  energy  LED  bulbs  in  all  interior  and  exterior  can 

lights  to  cut  lighting  energy  usage  by  80% 

Motion  sensor  touch-less  lighting  with  timed  turnoff  in 

closets  and  pantry 


Certified  Green.  Approximately  20  homes  have  been  Certified 
Green  in  Mississippi  by  NAHB.  AAA  Homes  of  MS  has  built  two 
of  these  with  the  Extreme  Makeover  Home  for  former  Southern 
Miss  football  player  Sherman  Heathcock  being  the  first. 

According  to  the  NAHB,  homes  built  with  these 
specifications  today  are  100  percent  more  efficient  than 
those  built  in  the  1970s.  Certification  of  the  Showcase  Home 
determined  that  the  Showcase  home  would  perform  41.2  % 
above  a  new  home  built  to  Standard  building  codes.   In  the 
4,100  plus  square  foot  home  at  LakeView,  the  heating  and 
cooling  cost  was  scientifically  calculated  by  a  series  of  test  to 
average  $147  per  month. 

An  example  of  the  savings  include  those  coming  from  placement 
of  water-saving  toilets  developed  by  Kohler  placed  in  many  new 
homes,  including  those  that  are  green  certified  and  use  an  average 
of  39,000  fewer  gallons  of  water  per  year  for  a  family  of  four  than  a 
standard  toilet  -  enough  water  in  a  lifetime  for  three  people. 

"Green  is  a  relative  point,"  Boone  said.  "For  many 
customers,  green  means  energy  savings." 

In  addition  to  energy  savings,  a  green  home  offers  health 


and  safety  qualities  that  increase  its  attraction  for  home  buyers, 
especially  those  raising  a  family.  Green  homes  prevent  moisture, 
mold  and  radon  through  proper  air  sealing,  and  closed  combustion 
heating  and  water  heating  systems  minimize  the  chances  of  carbon 
monoxide  pollution  inside  the  home.  In  addition,  building  materials 
with  low  chemical  content  are  used  and  mechanical  ventilation 
systems  are  installed  to  improve  air  quality. 

Miranda  Grieder,  visiting  professor  in  the  Southern  Miss 
School  of  Construction,  recently  took  some  of  her  architectural 
planning  and  design  students  to  visit  the  home.  Thompson 
was  on  hand  to  provide  a  tour  of  the  home  and  discuss  how 
its  green  designation  was  achieved.  "It  was  a  great  opportunity 
for  them  (students)  to  see  firsthand  how  green  standards  are 
implemented  in  home  construction,"  she  said. 

A  bigger  challenge  than  getting  potential  home  buyers  to 
realize  a  green  home  looks  much  like  non-green  homes  of  similar 
style  and  size  is  to  get  lenders,  appraisers  and  realtors  to  recognize 
and  understand  their  value,  as  well  as  the  long-term  benefits  of  the 
green  technology  and  products  used  in  their  construction.  These 
have  the  promise  of  paying  high  dividends  for  investors  after 
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Low  air  infiltration  from  foam  sealants  on 
top/bottom  plates,  around  windows/doors, 
and  at  all  exterior  wall  outlets  to  form  air 
tight  envelope  reducing  air  infiltration  from 
40  percent  daily  to  5  percent  range 
Reusable  electrostatic  air  filters  to  reduce  dust 
and  pollens 

Digital  thermostats  in  zones  to  better  control 
settings  in  down  times  of  work  and  sleep 


Carpets  made  from  recycled  plastic  cola  bottles 

Pre-finished  products:  engineered  hardwood  floors,  ceramic  tiles 

and  masonite  doors 

MDF  cabinet  doors  of  recycled  wood  with  low  formaldehyde  levels 

Recycled  old  chicago  brick  in  fireplaces  and  interior  appointments 

Lot  debris  recycled  into  wood  chips  for  walking  trails  and  beds 


Home  owner  manual  with  warranties 
Owner  orientation  of  all  working  equipment 


buyers  understand  -  and  demand  -  the 
long-term  savings  they  can  bring. 

Thompson,  Boone  and  Hickman 
understand  this  and  make  a  point  to  bring 
in  bankers,  realtors  and  appraisers  to  see 
the  home  themselves  during  luncheon 
forums.  "It's  not  only  a  Showcase  home, 
but  a  tutorial  home,"  Thompson  said. 

Hickman  said  he's  excited  about 
the  potential  green  home  development 
offers  for  the  future  of  LakeView  and  for 
those  looking  for  a  new  home  that  meets 
environment- friendly  standards. 

"This  showcase  home  has  really 
changed  the  way  people  view  'green' 
home  construction,"  he  said.  'Visitors 
expect  something  different,  but  it's  as 
attractive  as  any  you'll  find  in  Hattiesburg 
while  also  meeting  the  benchmarks  that 
give  it  the  'green'  designation."  SI 


Home  designer  Jonathan  Boone  '03  of  House  Plan  Zone,  David  Thompson  '75  a  Cert  f  ed  G'ee~ 
Professional  with  AAA  Homes  of  MS  LLC  and  Timberton  subdivision  developer  and  PGA  Gcr 
Hickman  '82  recently  joined  forces  to  build  the  first  Certified  Green  Home  in  Hattiesburg  for  purchase, 
located  in  Timberton's  LakeView  development. 
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Hospitality 


By  Jenny  Boudreaux  '08 


uring  her  reign  as  Miss  Hospitality,  Jordan  Whittle 
will  have  traveled  more  than  30,000  miles  across  the 
country  and  throughout  the  state  representing 
Mississippi  as  the  "Hospitality  State".  Her  primary  role  as 
Miss  Hospitality  is  to  promote  Mississippi's  economic 
development  and  tourism  through  her  travels  and 
speaking  engagements. 

For  the  marketing  major  at  Southern  Miss,  the 
experience  has  proven  to  be  nothing  less  than  eventful 
and  fulfilling.  As  Miss  Hospitality,  Whittle  has  had  the 
opportunity  to  travel  to  cities  across  the  state  and  observe 
how  Mississippi  is  promoted  to  tourists  and  visitors,  and 
this  summer,  she  will  travel  to  New  York  City  for  the 
annual  Mississippi  Day  Picnic  in  Central  Park. 

Last  fall,  Whittle  had  the  opportunity  to  be 
involved  with  the  Natchez  Pilgrimage  Tours, 
dressing  in  antebellum  attire  and  participating  in 
numerous  home  tours.  "It  was  really  neat  to  see 
how  their  economy  at  that  time  of  year  is  driven 
by  the  tourism  industry,"  Whittle  explained. 
"The  Natchez  Pilgrimage  Tours  bring  people 
from  all  over  the  United  States  to  Natchez." 

Whittle's  official  Miss  Hospitality  portrait 
hangs  in  Welcome  Centers  across  the  state, 
and  part  of  her  travels  include  a  visit  to  each 
center,  stopping  along  the  way  to  enjoy  a 
few  hidden  jewels  the  Magnolia  State  has 
to  offer  and  experiencing  Mississippi  in 
a  way  she  has  never  done  before.  "My 
directors  and  1  drove  to  Hernando, 
visited  the  Desoto  County  Welcome 
Center  and  then  made  our  way  down 
the  western  side  of  the  state  through 
the  Delta.  I  had  never  traveled 
through  this  part  of  Mississippi," 
Whittle  shared.  "We  visited 
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McCarty's  Pottery,  which  was  wonderful  and  stayed  at  The 
Alluvian  Hotel  in  Greenwood." 

In  addition  to  her  role  as  Miss  Hospitality,  Whittle  is  also 
a  member  of  Delta  Delta  Delta  Sorority  and  is  employed 
on  campus.  Her  involvement  with  the  pageant  has  had 
an  impact  on  what  Whittle  would  like  to  accomplish 
after  graduation.  "I'm  really  enjoying  having  my  hand 
in  economic  development.  I've  been  able  to  meet  so 
many  people  associated  with  economic  development 

and  tourism,"  said  Whittle.  "I  would  love  the 
[    opportunity  to  continue  to  work  with  the  Miss 
Hospitality  pageant.  I'm  going  to  seize  every 
opportunity  that  I  have  available  to  me." 

Whittle  emphasizes  the  positive  impact 
pageants  can  have  on  young  women  and 
encourages  participation  to  those  who  are 
interested.  "It's  a  great  opportunity  for 
scholarships.  As  Miss  Hospitality,  my  tuition  for  the 
whole  year  was  paid  for,"  said  Whittle.  "Although 
winning  was  a  goal,  I  knew  that  even  if  I  didn't, 
would  learn  so  much  about  myself  during  the 
experience.  I  gained  confidence  that  I  had  never  had 
before  and  met  so  many  girls  from  all  across  the  state. 
I  learned  how  to  be  a  better  public  speaker  through 
my  training  and  interview  practices  and  gained  so  much 
through  participating  in  the  pageant,"  shared  Whittle. 

Whittle  clearly  holds  a  special  place  in  her  heart  for 
the  Miss  Hospitality  pageant  and  not  only  is  an  advocate 
for  the  program,  but  also  has  a  deep  pride  for  the  state 
of  Mississippi.  "I  would  definitely  encourage  women 
from  Mississippi  to  be  a  part  of  the  Miss  Hospitality 
pageant.  I  think  that  the  perfect  Miss  Hospitality  starts 
with  girls  from  all  over  the  state  who  are  proud  of 
the  area  that  they  come  from — girls  who  want  to 
share  knowledge  and  passion  of  their  roots 

with  the  rest  of  the  state.  That's  what 


makes  a  good  Miss  Hospitality.  Having  a  pride  for  Mississippi 
and  wanting  to  see  it  thrive,"  said  Whittle.  "It's  so  unique.  We 
are  the  only  state  in  the  country  to  have  a  program  like  Miss 
Hospitality.  It's  a  wonderful  program,  and  it's  changed  my  life.' 

For  more  information  on  a  Miss  Hospitality  pageant  near 
you,  or  to  find  out  how  you  can  become  a  local  director, 
contact  the  Mississippi  Miss  Hospitality  Pageant  Office  at 
1.800.638.6877,  email  MsHosp@hattiesburg.org  or  visit 
MissHospitality.com.  B 


"I  think  that  the  perfect  Miss 
Hospitality  starts  with  girls  fr< 
over  the  state  that  are  proud 
area  that  they  come  from/' 
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Quarterback  Austin 
Davis  Highlights  Fall 
Football  Graduating  Class 


A  total  of  1,199  students  were  candidates  for  graduation 
during  the  fall  commencement  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  including  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Austin  Davis. 

The  name  Austin  Davis  may  sound  familiar,  not  because 
he  earned  his  degree  in  business  administration,  not  because 
he  managed  to  earn  that  degree  in  just  three-and-a-half  years, 
and  not  because  he  even  made  the  Dean's  List  once  during 
his  academic  career.  His  name  is  probably  familiar  for  his 
performance  as  quarterback  of  the  Golden  Eagles  football  team. 

Davis  has  compiled  rather  impressive  stats  on  two  fronts: 
in  the  classroom  and  on  the  playing  field.  In  class  he  has  twice 
been  named  to  the  Conference  USA  All-Academic  Team  in 
football.  He  has  earned  the  league's  Academic  Medal  once, 
while  making  the  C-USA  Honor  Roll  three  times.  In  addition 
he  has  made  the  Dean's  List  once  and  the  Athletic  Director's 
Honor  Roll  (3.0-3.49  GPA)  five  times. 

The  numbers  Davis  has  compiled  in  his  Southern  Miss 
football  career  are  also  quite  impressive,  including  7,191  passing 
yards  and  51  touchdown  passes  in  30  games.  This  past  season 
he  led  the  Golden  Eagles  to  an  8-4  regular-season  record  after 
missing  most  of  the  2009  campaign  with  a  foot  injury. 

Davis  is  one  of  15  Southern  Miss  football  players  that  were 
eligible  for  graduation  during  the  fall  commencement. 


Southern  Miss  Announces 
2011  Football  Schedule 

Home  games  against  both  Conference  USA  divisional 
champions  from  a  season  ago  highlight  the  2011  Southern  Miss 
football  schedule  which  was  recently  released  by  Golden  Eagle 
Athletic  Director  Richard  Giannim. 

The  Golden  Eagles  face  five  teams  that  reached  postseason 
bowls  last  season,  two  of  those  schools  at  home,  including 
West  Division  champion  SMU  and  league  champion  UCF. 

Southern  Miss  opens  the  campaign  at  home  against 
Louisiana  Tech  and  completes  the  non-conference  portion  of 
its  home  slate  two  weeks  later  against  Southeastern  Louisiana. 

Rice  comes  to  visit  Hattiesburg  for  the  second  time  in  its  history 
to  open  home  conference  play,  and  SMU  will  visit  the  Golden 
Eagles,  which  is  also  designated  as  the  school's  homecoming. 

The  league's  defending  champion,  UCF  then  makes  a  trip  to 
The  Rock,  and  the  Golden  Eagles  complete  their  regular  season 
at  home  against  Memphis. 

The  2011  home  football  promotional  plan  was  unveiled  during 
the  school's  Signing  Day  Celebration  and  each  home  game  has  been 
designated  as  a  battle,  incorporating  different  themes  for  each  date 
which  includes  its  annual  Homecoming  celebration  and  Black  Out 
game.  Those  themes  will  be  announced  later  this  spring. 

Game  times  and  television  appearances  will  be  released  at  a 
later  date. 

Football  season  tickets  can  now  be  ordered  by  visiting 
SouthernMiss.com,  by  calling  1.800.844.TICK  or  by  visiting 
the  Pat  Ferlise  Athletic  Ticket  Center. 


201 1  SOUTHERN  MISS 
FOOTBALL  SCHEDULE 


DATE 

OPPONENT 

Sept.  3 

Louisiana  Tech 

Sept.  10 

at  Marshall 

Sept.  17 

Southeastern  Louisiana 

Sept.  24 

at  Virginia 

Oct.  1 

Rice 

Oct.  8 

at  Navy 

Oct.  15 

Open 

Oct.  22 

SMU  (Homecoming)  ■ 

Oct.  29 

at  UTEP 

Nov.  5 

at  East  Carolina 

Nov.  12 

UCF 

Nov.  19 

at  UAB         ^^^_ 

Nov.  26 

Memphis          j^wt*4 
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Southern  Miss  Bucks  National  Trend  in  Football  Graduation  Rates 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  proven  to  be  an 
exception  to  the  rule  concerning  graduation  rates  for  black  and  white 
football  players,  according  to  a  new  study  released  in  December. 

The  annual  report  by 
the  University  of  Central 
Florida's  Institute  for 
Diversity  and  Ethics  in 
Sports  found  that  the 
graduation  success  rate 
is  increasing  at  a  higher 
rate  for  white  players  than 
black  players  at  schools  that 
were  headed  to  recent  bowl 
games.  Except  at  Southern 
Miss,  where  black  players 
are  actually  graduating  at  a 
higher  rate  (71-68  percent) 
than  white  players. 

Of  the  70  teams  that 
were  set  to  compete  in 
the  2009-10  college  bowl 
games,  only  Southern  Miss, 
Notre  Dame  (four  percent), 

Northwestern  (one  percent),  Virginia  Tech  (three  percent)  and 
Troy  (10  percent)  show  higher  graduation  rates  for  black  players 
than  white  ones.  Overall,  the  graduation  success  rate  for  black 
players  climbed  from  58  percent  to  60  percent  this  year  among 


Southern  Miss  academic  counselor  Ashlesha  Lokhande  checks  the  work  of  freshman  football 
playersjustin  Bell,  left,  of  Bassfield,  Miss.,  and  O.C.  Brown  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 


the  bowl  squads.  But  for  white  players,  the  graduation  rates 
increased  from  77  percent  to  80  percent. 

Head  coach  Larry  Fedora  led  the  Golden  Eagles  to  an  8-4 

regular  season  record  in 
his  third  year  and  a  spot  in 
the  Beef  O'Brady's  Bowl  in 
St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  against 
Louisville  in  December. 
This  marked  the  ninth 
consecutive  bowl  appearance 
for  Southern  Miss. 

The  National  Collegiate 
Athletic  Association 
(NCAA)  collected  data 
from  member  institutions 
for  the  study.  The  Institute 
reviewed  the  six-year 
graduation  rates  of  each 
school's  freshman  class 
that  enrolled  in  2003-04, 
and  then  calculated  a  four- 
year  class  average. 

Southern  Miss  Director 
of  Athletics  Richard  Giannini  said  the  minor  disparity 
in  graduation  rates  for  black  and  white  football  players 
represented  a  testament  to  academic  excellence  shared  by 
everyone  associated  with  the  athletic  department. 


r2011  G 
REMAINING 


2011  GOLDEN  EAGLE 
GAINING  HOME  SCHEDULE 


ATSGUTHERH  HISS 


May  25-28  Conference  USA  Baseball  Championships 


Neutral  site  opponents  include  vs.  Mississippi  State  (April  5)  and  Mississippi  (April  12] 
at  Trustmark  Park  in  Pearl  and  LSI)  (April  20]  at  Zephyr  Stadium  in  New  Orleans. 


2011  LADY  EAGLE 
REMAINING  HOME  SCHEDULE 


March  5-6    vs.  Louisiana-Lafayette  April  15-17  vs.  New  Orleans  Feb.  26 

March  8        vs.  South  Alabama  April  22-23  vs.  Marshall  *  Feb.  26 

March  9        vs.  Alabama  A&M  April  26  vs.  Alabama  Feb.  27 

March  11-13  vs.  Missouri  State  May  6-May  8  vs.  UAB  *  March  10 

March  25-27           vs.  Tulane  *  May  19-21  vs.  Rice  *  March  16 

March  30  vs.  Ole  Miss  March  23 


- 


vs.  Nicholls  State  March  26-27  vs.  Houston  * 

vs.  Evansville  April  2-3  vs.  East  Carolina  * 

vs.  Troy  April  16-17  vs.  UTEP  * 

vs.  Alcorn  State  May  4  vs.  Southeastern  Louisiana 

vs.  LSU  May  7-8  vs.  Memphis  * 

vs.  Jackson  State  (DH) 

Indicates  Conference  USA  game. 


13 


Schedule  for  all  Conference  USA  series  includes  a  doubleheader  on  the  first  day  of  ploy. 
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Hanford  Dixon  Named  Seventh  Legends  Club  Member 


Southern  Miss  great,  Hanford  Dixon,  left,  with  Richard  Giannini,  director  of 
athletics,  during  the  Homecoming  halftime  show  in  October. 


The  Southern  Miss  Department  of  Athletics  inducted  its 
seventh  football  member,  Hanford  Dixon,  to  the  Legends  Club 
this  past  October. 

Dixon  first  arrived  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  in  August 
of  1977  for  the  football  team's  preseason  camp.  Dixon  quickly 
impressed  coach  Bobby  Collins  and  his  staff  by  showing  that 
he  had  the  skills  and  ability  to  help  the  team.  It  took  only  a 
few  short  weeks  for  Dixon,  who  owned  remarkable  speed, 
quickness  and  football  savvy,  to  beat  out  all  of  his  competition 
for  a  starting  job  at  cornerback. 

During  his  career  with  the  Golden  Eagles,  he  recorded  188 
tackles,  nine  interceptions  and  39  "big  plays"  (game-changing 
plays  that  the  coaching  staff  credits  to  a  player).  As  a  senior  in 
1980,  Dixon  was  named  to  the  All-South  Independent  Team 
and  was  also  an  honorable  mention  All- American  pick. 
Following  his  prolific  career  at  Southern  Miss,  Dixon  was  the 
22nd  overall  draft  pick,  drafted  in  the  first  round  of  the  1981 
National  Football  League  Draft  by  the  Cleveland  Browns.  He 
played  nine  seasons  with  the  Browns  and  made  the  Pro  Bowl 
three  times  in  1986,  1987  and  1988.  He  also  was  responsible 
for  naming  the  Cleveland  Browns  "Dawg  Pound,"  the  section 
of  Old  Municipal  Stadium  known  for  rowdy  behavior 
during  homes  games  encouraged  by  Dixon's  "barking"  at  his 
teammates.  Much  of  the  success  he  enjoyed  in  the  NFL  he 
credits  to  what  he  learned  while  at  Southern  Miss. 

Dixon  has  been  honored  many  times  by  his  alma  mater 
including  being  inducted  into  the  M-Club  Alumni  Association 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame  in  1988  and  being  named  to  the  school's 
Football  Team  of  the  Century.  He  received  another  honor  when 
he  became  the  seventh  football  member  of  the  school's  Legends 
Club  joining  Reggie  Collier,  Brett  Favre,  Ray  Guy,  Derrick  Nix, 
Sammy  Winder  and  Fred  Cook. 


Baseball  Shows  Program's  Achievement 
on  New  Billboard  at  Stadium 

The  Southern  Miss  baseball  team  has  added  a  billboard  above  the  leftfield 
wall  at  Pete  Taylor  Park/Hill  Denson  Field  to  showcase  the  program's 
achievements  through  its  history. 

The  achievements,  which  had  previously  been  listed  on  the  centerfiel 
wall,  were  moved  to  showcase  those  accomplishments  in  a  new  and 
special  way. 

The  billboard  uses  the  term  "Tradition  of  Excellence"  with  the  acknowledgmen 
of  the  1 1  NCAA  Tournament  appearances,  the  2009  Super  Regional  and  Collec 
World  Series  appearance  and  the  C-USA  Championships  in  2003  and  2010.  Th. 
billboard  also  shows  a  photo  of  the  squad  celebrating  a  victory. 
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15  Reasons  to  Support  our  Student-Athletes'  Education 


Marc  Bourgeois 

Construction  Engineering 
Technology 


Jan  Burmeister 

International  Business 


Amy  Davis 

Nursing 


Austin  Davis 

Business  Administration 


Suyi  Georgewill 

Accounting 


Ashlee  Kelly 

Interdisciplinary  Studies 


Lisa  Knecht 

Exercise  Science 


Leslie  LeJune 

Kinesiotherapy 


Jana  Mason 

Nutrition  and  Dietetics 


Todd  Mclnnis 

Business  Management 


Krista  Moylan 

Quentin  Pierce 

Lauren  Sears 

Elja  VanBerlo 

Cara  Wells 

Business  Management/ 

Business  Administration 

Mathematics 

Business  Management 

Psychology 

Honors  College 

Above  are  15  of  more  than  360  talented  and  dedieated  young  men  and  women  that  represent 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  as  student-athletes.  Our  goal  is  to  provide  these  student- 
athletes  with  a  quality  education  and  the  resources  necessary  to  succeed  on  and  off  the  field. 

Our  student-athletes  are  some  of  the  more  recognizable  faces  on  campus  and  in  the 
community.  This  visibility  allows  you  to  watch  the  progression  of  the  students  from  their  first 
day  of  class  through  graduation.  We  need  your  support  in  order  to  arm  our  student-athletes 
with  an  education  that  will  allow  them  to  be  successful  in  life. 

To  make  a  difference,  please  call  601.266.5299. 

www.southernmiss.cstv.com/eagleclub 

Join  us  on  Facebook:  Southern  Miss  Eacle  Club 
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Whether  it  is  a  cold  winter  night  or  a  warm  spring  afternoon  be  sure  to  wear  your  black  and  gold.  When  you  do,  send  photos*  of  yourself, 
your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a  future  edition. 


Top:  Members  of  the  New  Orleans  Alumni  chapter  cheering  for  the  Golden  Eagles  during  a 
viewing  party  for  the  Beef  O'  Brady's  Bowl. 

Above:  Several  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  their  families  show  their  support  for  the  Golden 
Eagles  at  the  Beef  O'Brady's  Bowl  Social  sponsored  by  the  Alumni  Association.  Those 
pictured  from  left  to  right  include:  Jarrin  Bonar,  Michelle  McCalla  Bonar  '89,  Jaden  Bonar, 
Todd  Buchanan  '90,  Fulton  Ascherl,  John  Ascherl,  Stefanie  Fulton  Ascherl  '90  and  Bob 
Pierce '91. 

Right:  Dr.  Saunders,  along  with  other  University  representatives,  visited  St.  Patrick  Catholic 
High  School  in  Biloxi  on  October  12th.  Pictured  are:  (standing)  current  USM  student  Jordan 
Mathews,  (seated  L  to  R)  USM  President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders  and  senior  class  President  at 
St.  Patrick's  Alex  Waldrop. 
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Above:  Kelsey  Meeks  Duncan  (USM  '05  Tulane'10] 
visiting  her  brother,  Whit  Meeks  (USM  '08),  who  is 
serving  in  the  Peace  Corp  in  Ecuador.  Their  parents 
are  Lynda  and  Joe  (USM'79)  Meeks. 

Left:  Dr.  Saunders  visited  Our  Lady  Academy  in  Bay 
St.  Louis  on  October  12th.  Pictured  are:  Far  left,  dean 
of  the  USM  Honors  College,  Dr.  Dave  Davies,  Dr. 
Joseph  Paul,  vice  president  for  Student  Affairs  at  USM, 
Dr  Martha  Saunders,  president  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  Linda  Emmel,  OLA  guidance 
counselor  and  OLA  principal,  Sue  Goggins. 


Above:  The  Stroud  family  displayed  their  Southern  Miss  style  during  a  trip  to  Indianapolis,  IN. 
Pictured  are:  Dr.  Paul  A.  Stroud  '03,  Roxanna  Fennell-Stroud  '99,  Audrey  and  Paul  Ellis  Stroud  (kids). 

Right:  Glen  '78,  '92,  and  Adam  Buckalew  '06  attended  the  Southern  Miss  versus  Central 
Florida  football  game  in  Orlando,  Fla.  as  part  of  their  annual  father,  son  trip. 


For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden  Eagles. 
To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please  send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  e-mail  alumni@usm.cdu 
or  post  it  online  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com.  All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


1970s 

LEIGHTON  70  and  KAREN  MILLER  '70 

are  both  retired  and  living  in  Hattiesburg. 


1960s 


JIM  ANDREWS  '64  is  the  owner  and 
operator  of  Access  Andrews  Consulting, 
LLC.  Access  Andrews  Consulting  works 
with  multi-family  and  commercial 
property  owners  on  compliance  with 
federal  laws,  regulations  and  design 
standards  for  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act. 

DR.  W.C  MAPLES  '64  was  presented 
with  the  Southern  College  of  Optometry's 
Lifetime  Achievement  Award  during  a 

ceremony 
held  in 
£  Memphis. 
Dr.  Maples 
was  chosen 
for  the 


award  due  to  more  than  40  years  of 
practicing  and  teaching  optometry  in 
Mississippi,  Oklahoma  and  Tennessee. 
The  Lifetime  Achievement  Award  was 
established  to  recognize  alumni  who 
have  demonstrated  extraordinary 
leadership  skills  and  made  lasting 
contributions  to  the  field  of  optometry. 
It  is  the  highest  honor  that  is  bestowed 
to  the  college's  alumni. 

TIM  C.  MEDLEY  '66 

was  featured  in  an 

article  in  the  Dec. 

6,  edition  of  The 

Wall  Street  Journal. 

Medley  is  the  founder  of  Medley  & 

Brown,  LCC,  a  financial  planning  firm 

based  in  Jackson. 
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EUGENIA  M.  MONSOUR  '70  recently 
retired  after  37  years  of  teaching 
elementary  school  in  Rankin  County. 

CAROL  ANN  CRAPPS  DRANE  '74  was 

chosen  as  the  October  "Teacher  of  the 
Month"  at  the  Canton  Career  Center 
where  she  serves  as  Student  Support 
Services  coordinator  for  the  Canton  Public 
School  District. 

JOSE  COLINA  '77,  '83  was  the  recipient 
of  the  2009-10  Distinguished  Adjunct 
Professor  at  Coker  College.  Colina  also 
won  the  award  in  2005. 


EVA  L.  JENKINS  '77 

is  the  recipient  of  the 
2010-11  Distinguished 
Educator  Award 
for  outstanding 
leadership  and 
performance.  Jenkins 
is  the  music  teacher 
at  Abita  Springs 
Elementary  School. 


1980s 


IRV  CUEVAS  '67 

■i^TTaar^l 

LOUIS  D. 
READY  JR  '81 

recently  retired  after 
40  years  of  working  in 

P^rW 

and  his 
wife,  Mary 

television.  During  his 

^g^w"^' '  t^m 

Margaret, 

career,  Cuevas  worked 

announce  the 

for  several  stations 

Dirth  of  their  first  grandcl 

rild,  Jackson 

in  Hattiesburg, 

Dee  Arnold.  Dan  is  a  vice 

-president  for 

Meridian,  Biloxi 

First  Southern  Bank  and  \ 

works  at  the 

and  Atlanta.  In 

Richton  branch. 

addition  to  traveling, 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

Cuevas  serves  as  an 

JEFF  TINNON 

Ka 

adjunct  professor 

'85  has  joined 

Tm 

at  the  University  of 

The  Koerber 

Southern  California 

Company.  Located 

\\ 

and  California  State 

in  Hattiesburg,  The 

1  «fl 

University. 

Koerber  Company         4& 
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specializes  in  valuation,  forensic  and 
litigation  services  for  attorneys,  CPAs  and 
their  clients. 

TIMOTHY  MCFARLAND  '89  has  been 
appointed  a  county  court  judge  for 
the  Gulf  County  Court  by  Governor 
Charlie  Crist.  Prior  to  the  appointment, 
McFarland  practiced  law  with  J.  Patrick 
Floyd  and  at  Conrad,  Scherer  &Jenne. 


1990s 


GEOFF  FAIRCHILD  '90  has  been  elected 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  Texas 
Festivals  and  Events  Association.  Fairchild 
is  a  special  events  manager  of  the  city  of 
Richardson,  Texas. 


HUGH  FREEZE  '92  has  been  named 
head  football  coach  at  Arkansas  State 
University.  Prior  to  this  promotion,  Freeze 
served  as  ASU's  offensive  coordinator  and 
quarterbacks  coach.  Freeze  is  ASU's  27th 
head  football  coach. 

LORI  LAROCCA  '92  has 

been  named  manager 

for  Southeast  Retail 

Sales  for  Wells  Fargo 

Home  Mortgage.  Her 

area  includes  Greater 

New  Orleans  and  the  St. 

Tammany  Parish.  She  will  manage  the 

mortgage  stores  in  Metairie,  Mandeville 

and  Slidell.  LaRocca  comes  to  Wells 

Fargo  from  Whitney  National  Bank  in 

New  Orleans. 

TAMARA  APPLEGATE  '96  has  earned 
her  bachelor's  degree  in  nursing  from 
the  University  of  Mobile  and  become  a 
registered  nurse. 


Everyday  stories  of  ordinary  people 
doing  extraordinary  things  are  published 
or  broadcast  in  the  media.  Some  of 
these  stories  may  include  people  giving 
their  time  or  money  to  various  causes, 
while  others  may  be  encouraging  stories 
of  people  overcoming  life's  obstacles. 
Occasionally,  there  are  amazing  stories 
of  people  putting  their  lives  in  jeopardy 
to  save  lives  of  others.  When  these 
stories  are  read  or  viewed,  many  people 
may  wonder  if  they  would  be  willing  to 
risk  their  lives  for  a  complete  stranger. 
I  While  many  may  say  that  they  would  be 

willing  to  attempt  such  a  dangerous  task, 
k     >.■  there  are  only  a  few  who  have  actually 

done  it.  Brian  Coblentz  is  one  of  those 
few  people. 

The  story  starts  on  a  cold  day  in 
Germantown,  Tennessee.  Coblentz 
was  anving  on  a  road  next  to  a  lake  and  noticed  a  young  girl  sliding  down 
an  embankment  onto  thin  ice.  As  the  girl  stepped  off  the  sled,  she  broke  the 
ice  and  fell  into  the  freezing  water.  Coblentz  immediately  jumped  out  of  his 
truck  and  ran  into  the  river,  broke  through  the  ice,  grabbed  the  young  girl  and 
carried  her  to  safety.  Although  Coblentz  was  reluctant  to  be  acknowledged 
as  a  hero,  his  story  gained  popularity  in  Germantown  and  other  parts  of  the 
nation  through  a  story  published  by  the  Associated  Press. 

After  hearing  his  story,  the  Germantown  police  and  fire  departrr 
nominated  Coblentz  for  the  prestigious  Carnegie  Medal  for 
Heroism.  The  award  was  founded  by  the  Carnegie 
Foundation  in  1904  to  honor  civilians  who  risk        ^^r&' 
their  lives  while  saving  or  attempting  to  save  / 

the  lives  of  others  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  After  an  extensive  nomination 
process,  Coblentz  became  part  of  a  grou 
of  21  people  who  were  selected  to  receive 
the  Carnegie  Medal. 

Although  it  has  been  a  couple  years  since 
the  accident,  Coblentz  is  still  amazed  at  the 
popularity  of  the  story.  He  is  humbled  by  the 
Carnegie  Medal  and  never  thought  his  good  deed 
would  gain  national  attention.  In  Coblentz's  opinion, 
he  was  just  at  the  right  place  at  the  right  time.  Coblentz  runs 
a  landscaping  business  and  has  become  friends  with  the  young  girl  he  pulled 
from  the  freezing  lake.  He  resides  in  Germantown  with  his  wife,  Margaret,  and 
his  two  daughters. 


^P\ 
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DR.  DAVID  '98  and  KATIE  DEBLASIO  '98 

announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  John 
Michael  DeBlasio.  The  couple  resides  in 
Carthage,  North  Carolina. 

WILLIAM  R.  CLARKE  '99  has  been 
promoted  to  director  of  Adult  Basic 
Education  at  East  Central  Community 
College  in  Decatur.  He  has  also  earned 
a  master's  degree  in  counselor  education 
from  Mississippi  State  University. 

TATE  '98  and  KRISTEN  DICKEY  '99 

announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Adam 
Tate  Dickey. 


2000s 


BRENT  '99  and  KELLY 
GREENWALD  '02 

announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Lauren 
McShane  Greenwald. 


DANA  A.  MCDONALD  '03  and  husband, 
Phillip,  announce  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Lathan  Phillip  McDonald. 

DEWAYNE  L.  WALKER  '03  has  completed 
his  Project  Management  Professional 
certification  through  the  Project 
Management  Institute.  Walker  currently 
works  for  Aramco  Services  Company. 

JULIE  K.  BENNETT  '04  and  husband, 
Clay,  announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Avril  Sinclaire  Bennett.  Julie  is  also  a 
certified  public  accountant. 

JANE  CARTWRIGHT  '04,  a  second-year 
master's  student  at  the  Bren  School  of 
Environmental  Science  &  Management 
at  the  University  of  California,  Santa 
Barbara,  is  the  recipient  of  the  2010-11  Tim 
Cohen  Summer  Internship  Fellowship. 
The  prize  was  established  by  the 
university  to  honor  the  Bren  School's 
most  outstanding  students.  Cartwright 
is  one  of  only  69  students  to  receive  a 


fellowship,  prize  or  summer  internship 
for  the  2010-11  school  year. 

CRAIG  '04  and  LAURA  KLIEBERT  '05 

announce  the  birth  of  their  triplets, 
Elizabeth,  Alexandra  and  Charles.  The 
Klieberts  reside  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

KELSEY  M.  DUNCAN  '05  has  graduated 
magna  cum  laude  from  the  Tulane  Law 
School  where  she  served  as  the  senior 
managing  editor  of  the  Tulane  Law  Review. 
Her  article,  "A  Crime  Against  Common 
Sense:  How  Louisiana's  Implementation 
Exposes  the  Adam  Walsh  Act's  Most 
Significant  Flaw,"  was  featured  in  the 
Tulane  Law  Review  and  earned  the  Dean 
Rufus  C.  Harris  Civil  Law  Award  for  the 
best  student-written  civil  law  article. 
Duncan  currently  works  for  Barrasso, 
Usdin,  Kupperman,  Freeman  &  Sarver  in 
New  Orleans. 


OCgC 


Art  Studio,  Bridal 
Registry,  Gift  Shop, 
Framing  and  More! 


cgao 


Located  in  the  Newpointe  Shopping  Center  at  Highway  98  West 

6555  U.S.  Highway  98  West,  Suite  B,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 

Phone:  601.579.9378 
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\  '05  has 

been  promoted  to  senior  accountant 
at  Kassouf  <Sr  Co.,  an  accounting  firm 
based  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 

The  Southern 
Miss  College 
of  Health  has 
added  RYAN 
KELLY  '05  as 
the  director 
of  external 
relations. 
Kelly  will 
oversee  alumni 
activities, 
communications,  donor  relations,  the 
Deans  Council  and  other  activities. 
Kelly  brings  more  than  three  years  of 
advancement  experience  as  a  former 
employee  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association. 


BROCK  ALAN 
STANLEY  '05 
and  JULIE  ANNE 
SHERIDAN  '07 

were  married  on 
June  12,  2010 
at  the  Cathedral 
Basilica  of  the 
Immaculate 
Conception  in 
Mobile,  Ala. 


8  and  ZACHERY  ROBERTS 

9  announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Emily  Michelle  Roberts. 
Amanda  is  a  nurse  coordinator  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center, 
and  Zachery  is  a  teacher  with  the 
Jackson  Public  Schools. 

DR.  BRIDGETTE  DAVIS  '10  has  earned 
her  doctorate  and  accepted  a  position 
with  the  administrative  staff  at 
Southeastern  Louisiana  University  in 
Hammond,  La. 


It  is  no  surprise  that  Southern  Miss  alumni  have  prominent  ro 
nation's  top  industries.  For  decades,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has 
attracted  many  of  the  nation's  best  and  brightest  that  have  become  today's  leading 
politicians,  musicians,  doctors  and  athletes.  Some  of  this  success  is  due  to  the  University 
building  strong  nationally  recognized  academic  programs  that  provide  innovative 
research  for  several  industries.  However,  most  believe  that  the  University's  success 
is  largely  due  to  its  students.  The  students  and  alumni  of  Southern  Miss  are  not  only 
among  the  nation's  best,  they  also  possess  a  unique  spirit  of  entrepreneurship  that  has 
led  to  the  establishment  of  many  successful  regional  and  national  companies. 

One  of  those  former  students  with  that  unique  entrepreneurial  spirit  is  Nick 
Crutcher.  He  started  out  as  one  of  five  trainers  for  the  University.  Shortly  after 
graduation,  Crutcher  changed  direction  and  decided  to  pursue  marketing.  After 
achieving  great  success  with  his  marketing  company,  Crutcher  decided  to  expand  his 
marketing  empire  into  the  real  estate  industry.  Today,  Crutcher  owns  one  of  the  most 
successful  real  estate  appraisal  companies  in  Mississippi. 

In  addition  to  running  Crutcher  Appraisal  Services,  Crutcher  also  serves  as 
the  president  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  and 
Museum.  The  Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  was  established  in  1992  to  honor  great 
high  school,  college  and  professional  athletes  who  are  from  Mississippi  or  were 
prominent  athletes  in  the  state's  high  schools  and  colleges.  As  president,  Crutcher 
has  aided  in  the  expansion  of  the  museum  and  is  the  only  Southern  Miss  graduate 
elected  to  the  Hall  of  Fame's  board. 

Today,  Crutcher  credits  much  of  his  success  to  Southern  Miss.  According  to 
Crutcher,  the  University  has  taught  him  the  value  of  meeting  good  people,  a  good 
education  and  setting  realistic  goals.  He  encourages  current  Southern  Miss  students  to 
give  back  and  be  able  to  market  themselves  to  gain  access  to  valuable  resources. 
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Dr.  Graham  Named  President  of 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College 


Dr.  Mary  Graham  '86,  '88,  '94,  was  named  the  12th  president  of 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College  during  a  meeting  held 
by  the  college's  Board  of  Trustees.  Dr.  Graham's  appointment  comes 
after  the  announcement  of  the  current  president's  retirement. 

After  careful  consideration  from  the  college's  search  committee, 
Graham  was  selected  based  on  her  vision  and  ability  to  lead  a 
multi-campus  institution.  Dr.  Graham  was  also  chosen  due  to  her 
experience  in  master  planning,  leadership  development,  budget 
management,  credit  and  noncredit  instruction,  public  relations, 
legislative  advocacy,  human  resources,  residential  student  life, 
athletic  and  marching  band  programs. 

Prior  to  her  appointment,  Dr.  Jackson  began  her  career  in 
1987  on  the  Jackson  County  campus  of  MGCCC.  Since  her 
arrival,  she  has  held  several  administrative  positions  within  the 
college  including  director  of  admissions/registrar  and  director  of 
institutional  relations.  She  has  also  served  as  a  vice  president  of 
the  Perkinston  campus  for  the  past  13  years. 

Dr.  Graham,  who  holds  three  degrees  from  Southern  Miss,  will 
begin  her  duties  as  president  on  July  1,  2011. 


Mary  Grahar 


Prescott  Wins  International  Bar  Award 

Roger  T.  Benitez  of  the 

Natalie  Prescott,  '01, 

a  litigation  lawyer  in 

U.S.  District  Court  for 

the  San  Diego  office 

the  Southern  District  of 

of  Latham  &  Watkins 

4       n         ** 

California. 

LLP,  is  the  recipient  of 

'  ^H 

Founded  in  1947, 

the  International  Bar 

-*   ••  W'*- 

Urn 

itl 

the  International  Bar 

Association's  2010  Young 

F^^^^ri 

VMS 

<^ 

Association  established 

Lawyer  of  the  Year  Award. 

~T  ^^k 

the  Young  Lawyer  of  the 

The  award  was  presented  to 

1^1    Wf. 

Year  Award  to  recognize 

Prescott  in  October  during 

young  lawyers  who 

IBA's  annual  conference 

^&>jr\ 

have  demonstrated 

held  in  Vancouver. 

professional  excellence, 

She  was  chosen  for 

■ 

professional  ethics  and 

the  award  due  to  her 

service  to  the  community. 
Today  the  IBA  is  a  leading 
global  organization  of 

extensive  pro  bono  work, 

r                                   Natalie 
commitment  to  the  law 

i  Prescott 

and  service  to  the  legal  profession. 

Prescott  who  specializes 

legal  practitioners,  bar 

associatic 

ns  and  law  societies  which 

in  appellate,  insurance  and  product  liability,  joined 

Latham 

has  a  membership  of  more  than 

40,000  lawyers  and  197  bar 

&  Watkins  in  2008  following  a  clerkship  with  the  Honorable 

associations  w 

Lth  law 

societies  s 

Danning  all  continents. 
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Southern  Miss  Alum 
Reaches  Carnegie  Hall 

Richard  A.  Roshto, 
'68,  performed  with 
gospel  recording  artist 
John  Angotti  and  various 
choirs  from  around  the 
world  at  New  York's 
famed  Carnegie  Hall  on 
Jan.  14,  2011.  Roshto  's 
performance  was  part 
of  the  "Hope  for  the 

World"  concert  designed  to  deliver  a  message  of  hope 

by  sharing  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  through  music. 

The  concert  included  choirs  that  consisted  of  400  to 

500  members. 

John  Angotti  is  a  renowned  gospel  recording  artist 

that  has  released  eight  albums,  won  many  rewards  and 

completed  several  very  successful  tours  throughout  the 

United  States  and  Canada. 

Roshto  is  a  resident  of  Columbia,  S.C.,  and  works  for 

Carolina  First  Bank/Mercantile  Bank. 


Richard  Roshto 


Jackson  Establishes  Education 
Equity  and  Inclusion  Lab 

Jerlando  Jackson  '96 
has  established  Wisconsin's 
Equity  and  Inclusion 
Laboratory  (Wei  Lab)  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin- 
Madison.  The  Wei  Lab 
is  an  externally  funded 
research  lab  housed  within 
the  world-renowned 
Wisconsin  Center  for 
Educational  Research. 

The  Wei  Lab  is 
dedicated  to  conducting 
both  basic  and  applied  research  on  topics  of  equity  and 
inclusion  in  education,  with  a  particular  focus  on  higher 
education.  Dr.  Jackson  is  an  associate  professor  of  Higher 
and  Post-secondary  Education  in  Educational  Leadership 
and  Policy  Analysis  and  faculty  associate  for  the 
Wisconsin  Center  for  the  Advancement  of  Post-secondary 
Education  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin-Madison. 


Jerlando  Jackson 


Gee  Ogletree  Named  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee 

Gee  Ogletree,  77,  has  been  named  chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
at  Adams  and  Reese.  Prior  to  this  appointment,  Ogletree  served  as  a 
member  of  the  six-person  committee  that  consists  of  the  law  firm's  partners. 
The  committee  oversees  the  strategic  operations  of  the  firm  and  its  attorneys 
and  staff  in  13  offices  in  six  states  and  Washington,  D.C. 

Ogletree,  a  founding  partner  of  the  Adams  and  Reese  Forestry 
team,  specializes  in  forestry  real  estate,  natural  resources,  zoning, 
environmental  and  business  matters.  He  has  written  many  articles  and 
given  numerous  presentations,  and  was  instrumental  in  coordinating  the 
title  insurance  review  of  title  commitments  for  the  sale  of  approximately 
three  million  acres  in  a  transaction  that  involved  17  states. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  the  law  firm,  Ogletree  was  also 
appointed  due  to  his  outreach  in  the  legal  community.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  American  Bar  Association  and  has  served  two  terms 
as  chair  of  the  Forest  Resources  Committee.  He  still  serves  as  general 
counsel  for  the  Mississippi  Forestry  Association  and  the  Mississippi 
Manufactured  Housing  Association.  Ogletree  is  also  an  adjunct 
professor  at  Mississippi  College's  School  of  Law  where  he  teaches  real 
estate  finance  and  development.  Gee  Ogletree 
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ALUMNI  AUTHORS 


To  submit  a  book  for  inclusion  in  Alumni  Authors,  please  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  with  the  title, 
author's  name  and  year  of  graduation,  cost,  page  count,  publisher  and  year  of  publication,  brief 
synopsis  of  the  book,  and  an  electronic  copy  of  the  cover  in  jpg,  tif  or  pdf  format  at  300  dpi. 


How  to  Keep  Good  Teachers  and 

Principals:  Practical  Solutions  to 

Today's  Classroom  Problems 

Dr.  Lonnie  Melvin  '85 

Rowman  &  Littlefield  Education,  2011 

82  pages,  $30  (hardcover) 

$14.20  (paperback 

In  the  age  of 
overpopulated 
schools,  cutbacks 
education  funding 
and  increasing 
school  violence, 
Dr.  Lonnie  Melvin 
provides  a  helpful  guide 
that  gives  educators  the  toi 
strategies  needed  to  take  back  their 
classrooms.  With  "How  to  Keep 
Good  Teachers  and  Principals,"  Dr. 
Melvin  uses  her  years  of  research 
and  teaching  experience  to  give 
educators  an  in-depth  analysis  of  the 
current  trends  in  education  and  offers 
strategies  that  can  help  schools  make 
the  necessary  changes  to  attract  and 
retain  good  teachers. 

The  book  contains  15  chapters 
that  cover  various  aspects  of  teaching 
including  classroom  organization, 
use  of  the  self-correcting  behavior 
model,  creating  more  effective  class 
meetings,  incorporating  technology 
in  the  classroom,  using  recess  as 
another  opportunity  to  teach,  working 
with  parents,  maintaining  a  consistent 
environment,  building  citizenship  with 
students  and  creating  more  effective 
teacher  evaluations. 

Dr.  Melvin's  book  is  a  great 
resource  for  veterans  or  rookies  in 
the  teaching  profession.  It  provides 
valuable  insight  into  today's  students 
and  their  ever-changing  needs  that 
can  help  teachers  create  more 
efficient  and  effective  classrooms. 
More  importantly,  the  methods 
discussed  in  her  book  will  help 


teachers  get  the  best  out  of  their 
students  by  fostering  stronger  student- 
teacher  relationships. 

Dr.  Melvin,  a  1985  graduate 
of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  is  the  coordinator  for 
school  improvement  for  the  Education 

|)versight  Board  in  Oklahoma.  Dr. 
Kelvin  has  more  than  20  years  of 
xperience  as  an  educational  leader, 
counselor,  teacher,  college  professor, 
in  outpatient  and  inpatient  mental 
health  centers  and  with  special 
education.  She  was  named  an 
Oklahoma  Association  of  Elementary 
School  Principals  District  7D 
Administrator  of  the  Year  in  2008. 

Moving  Within  the  Circle: 
Contemporary  Native  American 
Music  and  Dance,  2nd  ed. 
Bryan  Burton  '86 
World  Music  Press,  2008 
152  pages,  $39.95 


■VA.      MOVING  WITHIN 
jAfa-X         THE  ClBCLt 


Bryan  Burton 
has  released  the 
second  edition 
of  his  popular 
book,  "Moving         I  (     v 

Within  the  Circle:  BP^IA  " 

Contemporary  wm\* 

Native  American 
Music  and  Dance."  i 
book  uses  36  songs  ai,> 
several  tribes  including  the  Apache, 
Haliwa-Saponi,  Onedia,  Seneca 
and  Zuni  tribes  to  teach  basic  music 
concepts  and  help  children  learn 
about  Native  American  cultures. 
The  book  is  divided  into  five 
sections  titled  "Entering  the  Circle," 

"Shaping  the  Sound,"  "Uniting  the 
Circles,"  "Songs  and  Dances"  and 

"The  Native  American  Flute."  The 
first  section  serves  as  an  introduction 
into  Native  American  culture  by 
explaining  the  history  of  its  music  and 


dances.  The  section  even  includes  a 
sample  dance  to  provide  a  clearer 
understanding  of  tribal  dance. 

The  second  section,  "Shaping  the 
Sound,"  expands  on  the  first  section 
by  including  instrumentation  such  as 
flutes  and  drums  to  teach  readers 
about  the  concepts  and  vocal  styles 
used  in  Native  American  music. 

The  third  and  fourth  sections  of 
"Moving  Within  the  Circle"  move 
beyond  basic  concepts  and  bring 
Native  American  culture  to  life  by 
immersing  readers  in  several  customs 
including  a  pow-wow  and  a  Pueblo 
Feast  Day. 

The  last  section  of  the  book 
tells  the  story  of  how  the  flute  was 
introduced  to  the  Native  American 
culture  and  explains  its  importance  in 
the  music  and  dance  of  all  tribes. 

Dr.  John  B.  Burton  is  chairperson 
of  music  education  and  coordinator 
of  graduate  studies  in  music  at  West 
Chester  University  of  Pennsylvania 
and  holds  a  doctorate  in  music 
education  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi.  He  is  the  author, 
co-author  or  contributing  author  of 
more  than  40  books  in  the  field  of 
intercultural  music  education  and 
music  education. 

Sankofa  &  Onyx  and  Eggshell 
Wyatt  Bryson  '96 
Wyatt  Bryson  Publishing,  2010 
376  pages,  386  pages,  $15.99 


Although 
lessons  about 
racism  are 
prevalent  in 
many  of  today's 
books,  Wyatt 
Bryson  presents  a 
different  twist  on  a 
controversial  topic 
that  is  sure  to  captivate  ■  «»»«■.. 
from  beginning  to  end.  In  "Sankofa," 
Bryson  tells  the  fictional  story  of 
Charles  Ofay  and  Yolanda  Byrd,  two 


students  from  different  colleges  who 
have  a  one-night  stand  that  results  in 
a  biracial  child. 

The  story  takes  place  several 
months  after  the  sexual  encounter 
when  Charles  receives  a  call  from  the 
hospital  informing  him  that  he  has 
a  child  and  the  mother  has  passed 
away.  After  going  through  a  brief 
period  of  denial,  Charles  decides  to 
be  responsible  and  raise  his  biracial 
daughter.  When  Charles  makes  the 
choice  to  raise  his  daughter,  he  is 
immediately  introduced  to  a  world  of 
racism  that  will  teach  him  lessons  that 
will  shape  the  rest  of  his  life. 

When  his  fraternity  finds  out  about 
his  daughter,  Charles  is  immediately 
evicted  from  the  house  and  is 
forced  to  live  out  of  his  car  while 
he  searches  for  a  new  home.  As  he 
continues  to  look  for  a  home,  Charles 
learns  valuable  life  lessons  about  race 
when  he  is  refused  housing  due  to 
the  color  of  his  daughter's  skin.  His 
struggle  to  find  a  home  becomes  a 
personal  journey  of  enlightenment 
that  helps  readers  examine  human 
nature  and  racism. 

Bryson's  second 
book  "Onyx  and 
Eggshell,"  tells  the 
story  of  five  young 
ladies  of  different 
backgrounds  who 
choose  to  pledge 
a  historically  black 
sorority,  Gamma 
Beta  Alpha,  at  Freedom  College. 
As  the  group  endures  the  pledge 
process,  they  become  closer  to  each 
other  and  gain  the  strength  needed 
to  endure.  During  this  time,  they  also 
learn  secrets  about  each  other  that 
will  test  their  friendship  and  possibly 
ruin  their  chance  to  join  the  sorority. 
Their  journey  through  the  process  is  a 
life-changing  experience  that  forges 
lifetime  friendships. 

Bryson  began  his  career  writing 
poetry  at  five  years  old.  He  wrote 


Onyx  and 
Eggshell 
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WyattBryson 


poetry  and  short  stories  all  through 
high  school  and  college.  He  has  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  English  from 
Southern  Miss,  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  journalism  from  West  Virginia 
University  and  an  MBA  from  Winthrop 
University.  Wyatt  has  been  published 
in  more  than  1 2  newspapers  and 
regional  magazines.  He  is  currently 
a  member  of  the  Human  Relations 
Committee  for  the  City  of  Rock  Hill, 
S.C.,  and  the  NAACP.  Bryson  resides 
in  Rock  Hill.  He  is  currently  working  on 
his  next  novel. 

The  CURE  for  the  Chronic  Life 
Deana  Favre  '94,  Shane  Stanford 
Abingdon  Press,  2010 
144  pages,  $18  (hardback) 

There  are  times  whei, 
life  presents  people  with 
tough  situations  that  can 
seem  insurmountable 
These  are  the  times 
when  they  can  stand 
up  and  fight,  or  begin 
a  downward  spiral  into 
hopelessness  and  despair.  With  their 
book,  "The  CURE  for  the  Chronic  Life: 
Overcoming  the  Hopelessness  That 
Holds  You  Back,"  authors  Deana  Favre 
and  Shane  Stanford  use  their  stories 
of  battling  cancer  and  HIV  to  deliver  a 
powerful  message  that  provides  hope 
and  encouragement  to  those  suffering 
through  life's  trials. 

In  the  book,  Favre  and  Stanford 
use  a  four-letter  acronym,  CURE,  to 
explain  the  four  basic  guidelines  for 
dealing  with  despair.  The  first  letter 
stands  for  compassion.  Compassion 
is  important  for  coping  with  despair 
because  it  forces  people  to  gain  a 
more  positive  perspective  on  their 
situation.  According  to  the  authors, 
the  second  letter  of  the  acronym 
stands  for  understanding.  When 
dealing  with  despair,  it  is  important  to 
reach  beyond  personal  perspectives 
to  gain  a  more  worldly  perspective 


THE  CURE 

FOR  THE  CHRONIC  LIFE 


that  can  change  the  way  readers 
perceive  themselves.  The  next  letter 
stands  for  response.  When  people 
are  faced  with  difficult  situations, 
they  normally  began  focusing  on 
themselves  to  find  ways  to  resolve 
the  situation.  However,  the  authors 
suggest  that  people  should  redirect 
their  focus  outward  to  make  a 
difference  to  others.  By  redirecting 
their  energy  to  others,  the  authors 
believe  that  readers  will  begin  to  feel 
better  about  themselves  and  begin 
the  process  of  moving  past  feelings 
of  despair  and  hopelessness.  Lastly, 
the  final  letter  of  the  CURE  acronym 
stands  for  encouragement.  With 
encouragement,  the  authors  believe 
that  people  can  find  joy  through 
providing  encouragement  to  others. 

In  essence,  "The  CURE  for  the 
Chronic  Life"  is  a  40-day  spiritual 
eatment  plan  that  uses  life  lessons 
ind  spiritual  wisdom  to  help  readers 
identify  the  worries  of  living  through  a 
risis  and  provides  a  proven  strategy 
or  transforming  those  worries  into 
.iope.  If  used  properly,  the  guidelines 
outlined  in  the  CURE  acronym  can 
provide  an  amazing  tool  that  can  lift 
anyone  from  despair  by  helping  people 
find  encouragement  through  increased 
self-worth  and  spirituality. 

Deana  Favre  is  the  wife  of  NFL 
legend  Brett  Favre  and  the  founder/ 
CEO  of  the  Deana  Favre  Hope 
Foundation.  She  is  also  the  author  of 
the  New  York  Times  bestselling  book 
"Don't  Bet  Against  Me!:  Beating  the 
Odds  Against  Breast  Cancer  and 
in  Life."  She  is  the  mother  of  two 
daughters  and  has  a  grandson. 

Shane  Stanford  is  the  senior  pastor 
of  Gulf  Breeze  United  Methodist 
Church  and  is  a  renowned  speaker, 
teacher  and  the  author  of  seven 
books.  Stanford  travels  extensively 
sharing  his  faith  and  journey  living 
with  HIV  and  hemophilia.  He  is 
married  to  Dr.  Pokey,  and  they  are 
the  parents  to  three  daughters. 
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In  Memoriam 

BOBBIE  E.  HENRY  '36 

of  Bartlesville,  Okla.,  died  Nov.  4,  2010. 

MIGNONNE  L.  SAULTERS  '39 

of  Jackson  died  Dec.  30,  2010. 

DOROTHY  L.  CHESTNUT  '41 

of  Gadsden,  Ala.,  died  Dec.  11,  2010. 

CLARA  B.  SELLERS  '41 

of  Moselle  died  Aug.  7,  2007. 

RILEY  B.  NARON  '42 

Greenville  died  Dec.  30,  2010. 

REV.  HOMER  C.  PEDEN  '42 

of  Hattiesburg  died  July  24,  2010. 

DR.  JAMES  T.  MATHENY  '47 

of  Rome  died  Nov.  26,  2010. 

HOWARD  O.  JACKSON  '49,  '55 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Oct  13,  2010. 

LLOYD  W.  MARSALIS  '49,  '53,  70 

of  Meridian  died  Dec.  13,  2010. 

JOE  H.  TERRELL  SR.  '49 

of  Atlanta,  Ga„  died  Oct.  18,  2010. 

LOUISE  M.  ANDERSON  '51 

of  Gulfport  died  Oct.  20,  2010. 

EUGENE  L.  CULPEPPER  '51 

of  Forest  died  Dec.  5,  2010. 

VIVIAN  L.  DEARMON  '52,  '63,  '75 

of  Jackson  died  Dec.  16,  2010. 

SHERRY  B.  RUSHING  '52 

of  Saint  Amant,  La.,  died  Nov.  17,  2010. 

DONALD  J.  CLEMMONS  '53 

of  North  Venice,  Fla.,  died  Oct.  12,  2010. 

JOHN  E.  WALLACE  '53,  '69 

of  Sanford  died  Aug  24,  2010. 

JIM  A.  WHITELAW  '53 

of  San  Antonio,  Texas  died  Nov.  8,  2010. 

JOHN  NEIL  '54 

of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  died  Jan.  7,  2011. 

JAMES  L.  MASON  '55 

of  Sylacauga,  Ala.,  died  Dec.  5,  2010. 

MARION  G.  HARRIS  JR.  '56 

of  Jackson  died  Nov.  15,  2010. 

C.  L.  WINK  '56 

of  West  Monroe,  La.,  died  Dec.  20,  2010. 

H.  VERNON  HOOKER  SR  '57 

of  Shavano  Park,  Texas  died  Aug.  25, 
2010. 

W.  DAYTON  ROBINSON  '57 

of  Pass  Christian  died  Jan.  2,  2011. 

ERNEST  J.  VLAHOS  '57 

of  Pascagoula  died  Nov.  29,  2010. 

LUKE  J.  CARUSO  '58 

of  Waveland,  Miss.,  died  Nov.  25,  2010. 

JAMES  DABBS  '58 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Jan.  2,  2011. 

JAMES  L.  EASOM  '58 

of  Brandon  died  Dec.  12,  2010. 


JOHN  KENNA  '58 

of  Summit  died  Dec.  11,  2010. 

ANNIE  KAY  C.  MCCRARY  '58 

of  Denver,  Colo.,  died  Nov.  14,  2010. 

JOSEPH  B.  BATTAGLIA  JR.  '59 

of  Metairie,  La.,  died  Dec.  12,  2010. 

BOBBY  G.  POSEY  '59 

of  Philadelphia  died  Nov.  13,  2010. 

ALONZO  H.  STURGEON  '59 

of  Woodville  died  Dec.  17,  2010. 

THOMAS  E.  ALEXANDER  III  '60 

of  Seneca,  S.C.,  died  Nov.  20,  2010. 

JAMES  P.  LOTT  '60 

of  Newnan,  Ga.,  died  Nov.  21,  2010. 

COL.  ERNEST  C.  SELLERS  '60,  '68 

of  Richton  died  Oct.  26,  2010. 

CECIL  L.  LONG  '61 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Nov.  11,  2010. 

JAMES  R.  KELLY  '62 

of  Lawrenceville,  Ga.,  died  Dec.  26,  2010. 

DR.  THOMAS  P.  TERRY  '62 

of  Fairhope,  Ala.,  died  April  7,  2010. 

DANIEL  COOK  '63 

of  Ringgold,  Ga.,  died  Dec.  25,  2010. 

JESSE  R.  GRIGGS  '63 

of  Bayfield,  Colo.,  died  Dec.  30,  2010. 

MILTON  GUSSOW  '63 

ofBiloxidiedDec.  28,2010. 

CHARLES  W.  EVERETT  '64 

of  Pascagoula  died  Jan.  5,  2011. 

LYLE  E.  BLANK  '65 

of  Columbus,  Ga.,  died  Oct.  19,  2010. 

BRADLEY  R.  BAKER  '66 

of  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla.,  died  Nov.  22, 
2010. 

SAM  P.  BROWN  '66 

of  Jackson  died  Nov.  20,  2010. 

JERRY  T.  BAILEY  '67 

of  Sardis  died  Jan.  2,  2011. 

RONNIE  W.  FORD  '69 

of  Canton  died  Jan.  6,  2011. 

WILLIAM  M.  FITZPATRICK  '70 

ofBiloxidiedOct.  21,2010. 

DAVID  L.  RUTLEDGE  '72 

of  Wiggins  died  Oct.  20,  2010. 

SCOTT  M.  BERGERON  '73 

of  Yorktown,  Va.,  died  Dec.  8,  2010. 

ROBERT  L.  NEVELS  '73 

of  Decatur,  Ala.,  died  Nov.  4,  2010. 

CONCETTA  T.  VIZZINI  '75 

of  Gulfport  died  Nov.  30,  2010. 

AVEL  LADNER  '77 

of  Biloxi  died  Nov.  22,  2010. 

MARVIN  R.  WHITE  '77 

of  Jackson  died  Dec.  24,  2010. 

GORDON  P.  WINFIELD  '77 

of  San  Antonio,  Texas  died  Oct.  21,  2010. 


ROCKY  D.  WOLF  '77 

of  Forest  died  March  28,  2010. 

BARBARA  FELLERS  '80 

of  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.,  died  Dec.  7,  2010. 

HAYWARD  T.  HARGROVE  '80 

of  Biloxi  died  Nov.  9,  2010. 

REBECCA  B.  BURNHAM  '81 

of  Brandon  died  Jan.  7,  2010. 

FRANCIS  N.  LINEBERGER  '81 

of  Biloxi  died  Nov.  5,  2010. 

MIKE  DOBROSKY  '83 

of  Clinton  died  Jan.  2,  2011. 

LINDA  V.  LEWTER  '83 

of  Daphne,  Ala.,  died  Feb.  27,  2010. 

SYBIL  J.  MCGRATH  '85,  '90 

of  Pascagoula  died  Dec.  28,  2010. 

CLAUDIA  D.  LAMB  '86 

of  Vancleave  died  Dec.  23,  2010. 

CHARLIE  JENKINS  '88 

of  Mendenhall  died  Dec.  26,  2010. 

LARRY  A.  MILEY  '88 

of  Byhalia  died  Dec.  3,  2010. 

EVELYN  T.  STALLINGS  '88 

of  Washington,  D.C.,  died  Nov.  5,  2010. 

ROBERT  HARDEN  '89 

ofVicksburgdied  Oct.  19,  2010. 

DAVID  D.  DODD  '92 

of  Canton,  Ga.,  died  Oct.  23,  2010. 

MARLIN  L.  GENDRON  '92 

of  Pass  Christian  died  Jan.  4,  2011. 

YULUNDA  D.  HENRY  '92 

of  McComb  died  Dec.  30,  2010. 

SARA  E.  BROWN  '96 

of  Waynesville,  N.C.,  died  Sept.  27,  2010. 

LAVALLE  C.  WATSON  '01 

of  Ocean  Springs  died  Dec.  9,  2010. 

NICOLE  F.  BERMAN  '05 

of  Sparta,  N.J.,  died  Dec.  28,  2010. 

CHARIS  L.  BASSETT 

of  Midwest  City,  Okla.,  died  Oct.  20,  2010. 

FRANCIS  M.  BEAN 

of  Fawn  Grove  died  Nov.  13,  2010. 

BRADLEY  C.  BOOKER 

of  Winona  died  Oct.  19,  2010. 

LUCY  T.  GUTMAN 

of  Salt  Lake,  Utah  died  Nov.  6,  2010. 

BOBBY  H.  HERRING 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Nov.  30,  2010. 

ROGER  H.  HILL 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Nov.  26,  2010. 

HAROLD  T.  LUCE 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Dec.  21,  2010. 

ROBERT  MESROBIAN 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Oct.  21,  2010. 

THOMAS  WRIGHT 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Dec.  2,  2010. 
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This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association's  C.  A. RD  Program  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life  Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount 
noted  by  each  participant.  The  program  is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership 
in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Aaron's  Sales  &  Lease 

Anderson's  Rug  Market 
Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 
Bourne  Brothers  Printing 
Brownstone's  LLC 
Caliente  Grille 

Classic  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center 
Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge  * 
Comfort  Suites  * 
Command  Spanish,  Inc 


Expectations 

Firehouse  Subs 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Golden  Eagle  Storage 

Grand  Bank 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

Holiday  Inn 

Holiday  Inn  Express,  Lucedale 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

J&L  Sales 

King  Photography 

Kitchen  Table 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

Neblett's  Frame  Outlet 

Newk's  Express  Cafe 

Oak  Grove  Plaza  Package  Store 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

O'Charley's 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Parris  Jewelers 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

Priceless  Rent-a-Car 

Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 

Signs  First  * 

Simmons  Furniture 

The  Sleep  Number  Store  by  Select  Comfort 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Southern  Interiors 

Southern  Oaks  Catering 

Southern  Oaks  Florist 

Southern  Oaks  House  and  Gardens 
The  Spicy  Pickle 
Tall  Pines  Farm 
Tranquility  Day  Spa 

University  Florist 

Villie's  Subs 


50%  discount  on  first  month's  payment 

on  any  new  lease  agreement 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases  (some  restrictions  apply) 

10%  discount  on  any  service 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

10%  off  of  total  purchase 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  off  rock  rate 

20%  discount  on  online  language  courses  at 

commandspanishonline.com  when  applying 

USMAA20  promotional  code 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Free  drink  with  purchase  of  sandwich 

$200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loans 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

5%  discount  on  rental 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loon  closing  costs 

10%  discount  on  all  eyeglasses  and  sunglasses  for 

regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  Life  Members 

10%  off  rack  rate 

15%  off  standard  room  rate 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case, 

10%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

10%  discount  on  nny  purchase 

10%  discount  on  photography,  excluding  senior  portraits 

10%  discount  on  cooking  classes 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

10%  discount  on  all  sales 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases,  excluding  alcohol 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  offer 

10%  discount  on  oil  purchases,  excluding  alcohol 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

10%  discount  on  rental  cars,  trucks  and  passenger  vans 

$250  closing  cost  discount 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss-related  signs 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Free  pillow  when  you  find  your  Sleep  Number  setting 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of  HI  or  #2  Burger 

5%  discount  on  flooring 

10%  discount  on  takeout  orders  (weddings  excluded) 

15%  discount  on  funeral,  hospital  and 

home  arrangements  (weddings  excluded) 

20%  discount  on  facility  and  room  rentals 

10%  discount  with  alumni  card 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

10%  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  Life  Members 

on  all  services,  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

(excluding  holiday's  and  wire  outs) 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order  and  large  drink 

$1.00  off  game  day  party  subs 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  ad- 
ditional revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bankof  America 


Bank  Of  America " 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard'8'  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
1 .800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


MARSH 


Marsh  Alumni  Services 

Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  family  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.560.  ALUM  (2586). 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more 
information  or  to  order,  call  1 .866.B  ALFOUR 
and  ask  for  reference  code  23 1 5. 


Campus  Book  Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts. 

For  more  information,  call  1.888.712.5083. 


([Jttiiira//  & 'riii 'tiii w  and 'izrramlng 

Printing  and  Framing.  For  more 
information,  call  1.866.418.0320. 


Liberty 
Mutual 


Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1.800.981.2372. 


PiplomaDisplay 


Specially  Designed  Southern 
Miss  Degree  Frames 

Order  your  custom  Southern  Miss  diploma 
frame  and  preserve  your  achievement  for  a 
lifetime  with  Diploma  Display.  To  order,  visit 
www.diplomadisplay.com/usm. 


A  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice.  Please  verify 
discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase.  'Hattiesburg  locations  only. 


Answers  below  are  to  questions  asked  on  Page  14. 

In  May  2000,  Amie  Scott  crossed  the  commencement 
stage  to  become  Southern  Miss'  100,000th  graduate. 

The  huge  Live  Oak  tree  that  adorns  the  Gulf  Park 
campus  is  thought  to  date  back  to  approximately  1487, 
which  would  make  it  523  years  old. 

Pete  Taylor,  Southern  Miss  Golden  Eagles  Baseball 
Coach  from  1959  to  1985  (26  years) 

Jim  "Peanuts"  Davenport,  who  played  baseball  and 
football  in  the  1950s 

Painting  of  the  Eagle  Walk,  which  is  the  campus  tradition 
when  the  freshman  class  gives  the  Eagle  Walk  a  fresh 
coat  of  gold  paint  prior  to  the  first  home  football  game 

How  did  you  score? 
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In  the  spring  of  2006,  the  Sculpture  Program  proudly  unveiled 
one  of  the  largest  university  run  cupolas  in  the  United  States.  With 
its  stack  rising  over  30  feet,  it  taps  out  close  to  a  ton  of  molten 
iron.  The  cupola  is  the  latest  generous  gift  from  Structural  Steel 
Services.  The  addition  of  the  new  cupola  continues  a  long  tradition 
of  developing  innovative  approaches  to  pour  technology  and  mold- 
making  practices. 

On  November  20,  2010,  Southern  Miss  alumni,  friends  and  the 
community  were  invited  to  view  the  Annual  Southern  Miss  Iron 
Pour.  The  process  began  at  10  a.m.  behind  the  Structural  Steel 
Services  3D  Arts  Building  located  on  W.  Fourth  Street.  The  hot 
metal  iron  pour  occurred  between  1  and  2  p.m.,  and  the  process 
continued  until  all  iron  had  been  poured. 

In  addition  to  the  iron  pour,  the  Southern  Miss  Sculpture  Guild, 
which  consists  of  students  in  the  sculpture  program,  sold  4"  x 
4"  scratch  blocks  for  $10  each.  Children,  as  well  as  adults,  were 
invited  to  scratch  designs  into  the  tile,  which  became  a  mold  for  the 
melted  iron  to  be  poured  into.  The  finished  product  was  a  memento 
from  the  iron  pour  and  an  originally  designed  tile.  Each  scratch 
block  took  only  a  few  minutes  to  create  and  was  cast  during  the 
pouring.  All  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  scratch  blocks  benefited 
3D  area  programming. 

For  more  information  on  the  Annual  Iron  Pour,  contact  Jennifer 
Torres  at  601.266.6032. 
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Shoot  For  Greatness. 

Mississippi  Power  is  proud  to  support  Southern  Miss  Eagle  basketball. 
We're  with  you  all  the  way  to  the  top.  Go  Eagles! 
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A  New  Adventure.  Everyday. 


■* 


SOUTHERN  MIS 


ALUMNI 


S0C1AT1ON 


PERIODICAL 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive,  #5013 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


^X*  ^fcrm 


< 


£hare  Your  Family  s  Golden  Eag> 


Three  generations  of  the 
Waddle  and  Gillespie  families 
have  attended  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi.  We 
feel  strongly  about  carrying  on 
this  important  Southern  Miss 
alumni  family  legacy.  We  are 
proud  of  this  heritage  and  plan 
to  keep  it  going  for  generations 
to  come!  SMTTT! 

—  Benny  Waddle,  '82 


JP 


Pictured  from  left,  front  row:  Lamar  Gillespie  '50,  '51, 
Joy  Gillespie  '50,  '51  and  Pamela  Gillespie  Waddle  '83,  '96; 
second  row:  Amanda  Waddle  (Southern  Miss  freshman  and 
2010  Legacy  Scholar  Recipient),  Benjamin  Waddle  (sophomore 
at  Hattiesburg  High  School)  and  Benny  Waddle  '82. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

•  The  Alumni  Association  plays  a  key  role  in  recruiting  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

•  The  Alumni  Association  annually  awards  a  number  of  scholarships  to  incoming  freshman  and  current  students 
who  are  a  part  of  The  Legacy,  the  student  Alumni  Association. 

•  Alumni  support  is  important  to  the  recruiting  process. 

If  you  know  an  outstanding  student  we  should  contact,  please  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com  and  click  on  the 
"Recommend  a  Student"  link. 


